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T H E TEfiSPAXE M E R C U R Y — W E D ^ ^ ^ 

• T H E S O U D A N D I S A S T E R . 
I s w t O r X S S O R T A M M E B T O N T H K M A H D I . 

T.sfsssnr V a m b t r y . the w e l l - k n o w n Eastern traveller , 
has pablawed a statement i n connection w i t h the recent 
v i c t o r y of the Mahdt . H e cannot, he says, understand 
w h y th is haa been invested w i t h so m u c h importance, as 
I t i squ i t s clear t h a t Mahomet A c h m e t i a n o t a r e a l M a h d t , 
a s he is neither a descendant o f the Kore i sh f a m i l y , nor 
has his coming been marked b y those signs which , ac­
cord ing to the creed o f I s l a m , are to at tend tha conj ing 
o f the real M a h d i . T h e I s l amic doctr ine Jays 
d o w n tha t the advent of the T r u e Prophet w i l l ba 
heralded by tho f a i l i n g of stars, t h a t the sun w i l l rise i n 
the west, sod t ha t an a n t i - C h r i s t w i l l make ( hie 
appearance at the same t i m e ; and, needless to say, not 
one of these three th ings has happened. T h e D o n -
e-olawi M a h d i , therefore, w i l l ce r ta in ly not be accepted 
b v Mahometan theologians, a l though they a l l agree t ha t 
he is a man of m u c h more importance than the Mahdis 
w h o are constantly appearing i n P e r s i a - o n l y , however, 
as a rule , to be p r o m p t l y imprisoned. Professor \ am-
K r y th inks t ha t the capture o f K h a r t o u m b y the Falsa 
Prophet is b y no means u n l i k e l y , onleas re­
inforcements axe sent t o the Soudan at once. 
H e also states t h a t half-measures should be at 
•nee abandoned i n f a rour o f a more energetic 
ajolicv, aa the appearance of the M a h d i is probably a 
v i r t u a l cont inuat ion of the movement or ig inated by 
A r a b i . A t the same t i m e , he has no t the smallest doubt 
t h a t the present movement could be a t once suppressed 
b y a few B r i t i s h regiments, w h o w o u l d find l i t t l e d i f l i -
e u l t v i n dispersing the i l l -d i sc ip l ined and fanatical horda 
composing the M a h d i ' s f o l l o w i n g . Shou ld , however, 
t he Mahdi 's conquests extend, i t w o u l d become the i m ­
perat ive d o t y of the Su l t an , A b d u l H a m i d , t o take some 
ac t ion i n the matter , as any extension of the movement 
w o u l d be sure to endanger the safety of S y r i a , 
T h e disaster near E l Obeid, Professor V a m -
b r y regards as i n great measure due to c l i ­
m a t i c causes, and c h i e l y to a lack of water , 
a l t hough he also believes t h a t treachery w i l l be found to 
have had m u c h to do w i t h i t . T h e European officers i n 
command of the expedi t ion ev iden t ly U l i e v e d too i m ­
p l i c i t l y i n tha t ruthfulness of the i r subordinates, whereas, 
aa he points out , i t is a par t of the Mohammedan belief 
— a u t h o r i t y for w h i c h w i l l be fonnd i n the K o r a n — t h a t 
there cannot ba such a t h i n g as treachery towards Chr i s ­
t ians , as Infidels have no right t o be admi t t ed to the 
t r u t h . F i n a l l y . Professor Vambery considers t ha t there 
is not the smallest ground for fear ing t ha t the Soudan 
disaster is l i k e l y to lead to a general r i s i n g of the 
fol lowers of M a h o m e t . 

D I S T I i E S S I N G B R E A C H O F P R O M I S E 
C A S E . 

M r . Just ice Cave and a common j u r y were recent ly 
engaged i n the Queen's Bench D i v i s i o n , L o n d o n , i n hear­
i n g the act ion of " L t e r . W e s t , ' i n w h i c h tha p l a i n t i f f 
aought to recover damage-* for the breach of a promise 
o f m a r r i a g e : and the o n l y question was w h a t the 
amoun t of those damages should be. M r . W a d d y , Q .C. , 
a n d M r . Lofthouse were for the p l a i n t i f f ; and M r . 
G r a i n and M r Newaon for the defendant. M r . W a d d y , 
i n the course of his opening sp ech, said t ha t the p l a i n ­
t i f f was a y o u n g l ady w h o a t the t i m e of the 
engagement was 19 years o f age, and l i v e d 
w i t h her parents a t Epsom, the defendant be ing then 
3 6 years o l d . H e was a c lerk i n the Legacy D u t y 
Office, Somerset House, and he w i s al-o organist 
a t a chu rch i n the neighbourhood of th« p la in t i f f ' s resi­
dence. T h e correspondence, w h i c h began i n 1880, related 
t o musical matters , and continued for opwards of two 
years, and he had before h t m a mass of correspondence, 
w h i c h was of the ordinary character, except t ha t i t was, 
i f possible, warmer and more passionate than any w h i c h 
he had been accustomed to h e i r i n cases of th i s k i n d . He 
m u s t s.iy fu r the r , t ha t there was not i n i t a w o r d t h a t 
shou ld not have been w r i t t e n by a h i g h l y honourable 
m a n . T h e defendant spoke of the burdensome cha­
racter ef h is duties a t Somerset Hoose, b u t s t i l l he 
c o u l d sometimes w r i t e t w o or three letters i n a day , 
and e tch several foolscap pages i n l e n g t h , t o the 
p l a i n t i f f . He generally addressed her as ** M y o w n 
A g g i e , " or " M y dear A g g i e , " and he signed " Yours 
a f f e c t i o n a t e l y - E d m u n d ; " b u t no f a u l t could be found 
w i t h his correspondence d o w n to September, 1882, 
w h e n his letters began to g row cool . O n October 2 0 be 
wro t e say ing , ** I f l e a n possibly j o i n y o u a t Dore's 
G a l l e r y to -mor row afternoon I sha l l be g lad to do so, 
b u t I fear I shal l not be able on account of the state of 
ofTci 11 w o r k here. T h e w o r k is ve ry heavy j u s t now, 
a n d in consequence o f h a v i n g to pay a v i s i t to the organ-
fenilder's yeste iday, I am al t i n arrear, and ha concluded 
b y say ing , " W h e t h e r l a m able to ; o i n y o u or n o t , I hope 
y o u w i l l have a pleasant a f te rnoon.—Yours affec­
t iona te ly ,* I n N o v . , 1382 , he wro te " M y dear A g g i e , 
I feel t h a t I o u ^ h t to have w r i t t e n to you long since, and 
1 can o Ter v o n no v a l i d excuse for not h a v i n g done so ; 
a n d . indeed, I can o n l y ask y o u r forgiveness for apparent 
neglect of m i a e t ha t has caused y o n pa in !" and fur ther 
est be said, " T h e conv ic t i on has g rown upon me tha t 
t h r o u g h m y o w n fau l t and defect we could no t be happy 
together . I should no t be happ.if, and therefore I 
c o u l d not make yon happy . " F u r t h e r oa he sa id , 
" Y o u have been no t o n l y blameless b u t so k i n d towards 
aae, t h a t I feel myse l f a monster of ingra t i tude towards 
y o a . " T h e y o u n g lady answered, " M y dear E d m u n d , — 
1 cannot tell y o u w i t h w h a t pa in i t was I read y o u r letter 
l a s t n i g h t . I kept h o p i n g a l l m i g h t end right, bu t now 
i t aeems greater titan I can bear, m y load is so grea t . 1 
cannot hear any anger or nour i sh i l l - f ee l i ag , a l t hough 
y o a must know tha t y o u have no t acted f a i r l y . M y life 
w i l l now be l i t t l e w o r t h l i v i n g for . I feel wretched ! 
—Bel i eve me, yours • incerelv, A ; N E S L E E . I o n l y hope, 
aa a last w i s h , t h a t yon m a y be happy , whatever befalls 
D i ( " Some fur ther correspondence fo l lowed . The 
v i c a r of Epsom t r ied to prevent l i t i g a t i o n , bu t 
i n the end the present act ion was b rough t . Miss 
Lee , the p l a in t i f f , was cal led, and said tha t 
her father was fo rmer ly and for m a n y years Congre­
ga t ional min is te r a t r p s o m , and she first me t the 
defendant a t Chr i s tmas , 187!), and i n the summer of 
1880 he asked her to m a r r y h i m . I t was arranged t ha t 
t h e y should be marr ied i n the sp r ing of 1882. I n M a r c h , 
1 8 8 2 , the defendant said t h a t he was l o o k i n g ou t 
f o r a house. I n cr . . -^-examination i t appeared t h a t the 
p l a i n t i f f had not o r i g i n a l l y been i n favour o f the act ion 
be ing brooght , but t h a t she now adopted i t . ( T h e w i t * 
saa i d u r i n g her cross-examination wen t i n t o hyster ics , 
a n d was taken ou t of cour t . ) D u r i n g her absence i t was 
arranged t ha t no fur ther questions should be p u t , and the 
p l a i n t i f f ' s case was t i k e n as concladed. M r . G r a i n for 
t h e defendant submi t ted to the j u r y tha t i t was a _ T U 
p i t y t ha t th i s ac t ion had ever l een b rough t , 
a n d he pressed upon t h e m t h a t i t was clear, 
even upon the correspondence i t se l f , t h a t the p l a i n ­
t i f f had never desired t ha t i t should be commenced. 
A s late as February 3 , 1883 , she wro te t o the defendant 
I n these terms : '* M y dear M r . W e s t , — I t m a y be 
w r o n g of me t o w r i t e under present circumstances, b u t I 
canno t help t h a t - indeed, I care ve ry l i t t l e now whe ther 
I disobey m y father or no t . I have heard t h a t i n d i r e c t l y 
H i s t h r o u g h you I m a y practise again on the organ. 
Y e n know w h a t music ia t o me, and I cannot t h a n k y o u 
e n o u g h . One other t h i n g I w i s h to say—how ashamed 
I feel t h a t y o u r th ings have never been returned to y o u 
y e t j b u t , I elieve me, i t ia not in m y power to do so, or 
y e n should have bad them long since. Forget t h a t y o u 
have heard f rom me, and please never a l lude to i t i n any 
w a y , f o r i know w h a t t rouble I sha l l get i n t o . " Then 
a g a i n , as late as A p r i l 6 , 1 8 8 3 , she wro t e to the v i . ar 
o f Epsom : " M v dear M r . B o c k e t t , — 1 repeat w h a t 1 
said in a former let ter - tha t I h a r e authorised no one 
t o b r i n g an ac t ion against M r . Wes t , nei ther do I 
w i s h i t , " s n d ask ing t h a t her note should be forwarded 
t o the so l i c ' to r s . T h e learned counael fur ther said that 
i t appeared f r o m a le t te r o f the p l a i n t i f f t o tha defend­
an t ' s sol ic i tor t h a t the p l a i n t i f f never consented to the 
ac t ion befog b r o u g h t , and t h a t I t had , indeed, been 
b r o u g h t against her w i s h . T h e learned counsel. I n con­
c lus ion , said t h s t h la c l i e n t had a l w a y a been w i l l i n g to 
p a y the p l a i n t i f f a reasonable a m o u n t of damages, had 
t h e p l a i n t f f wished to receive t h e m , w h i c h ahe ne te r 
dsd ; and he hoped t h a t , under the circumstances, the 
amount of damages w o u l d be s t r i c t l y reasonable T h a 
j u r y found a verd ic t for the p la in t i f f—damages £ 7 0 0 . 

T H E M A N U F A C T U R B O F M I N E R A L 
W A T E R S . 

A t a recent meet ing of t he Socie ty o f A r t s , he l{ l I n 
the i r rooms, John-street , A d e l p h i , a paper on the manu­
facture of minera l waters was read by M r . T . T . P . Bruce 
War ran, an ana ly t i c a l chemis t . T h e chair was token by 
D r . B . W . Klcbardson , F .R .S . O m i t t i n g a n y account of 
the h i s t o r y of t he manufac ture , the lecturer remarked 
t h a t there waa a n I m p o r t a n t l i n k between the pest s o d 
present w h i c h c o u l d not, ba overlooked. Few could j f a l l 
to be s t ruck w i t h the elegant ana* smar t appearance of 
some of these bot t led beverages, compared w i t h w h a t 
they were a few yeacs ago. H e m u s t have been a m a n 
of ve ry s t rong nerve w h o A n t ventured to depart f rom the 
old-fashioned f o r m o f bott les. There was no doub t t ha t 
these beverages b a d become m u c h mora fashionable f r o m 
the fac t t h a t a dinner- table c o u l d be l a i d ou t and deco­
rated w i t h t h e m , especially w h e n bot t led i n syphons. 
T h e ta m m i n e r a l water , however , no longer p roper ly 
descr i ted tha nature o f the products n o w tu rned 
ou t f rom '* soda-water " works . N o t m a n y years ago 
g inger , lemons, c i t r i c and t a r t a r i c a d d , and sugar were 
the o n l y representatives der ived f r o m , the vegetable 
k i n g d o m ; these, together w i t h about h a l f a-dozen i n ­
organic salts, cons t i tu ted w h a t m i g h t be ca l led the 
materia medic* o f the minera l water manufacturer . A 
glance a t t h e co l lec t ion of va r ious ly - f avou red aerated 
waters and compounds on table t I n the room w o u l d g ive 
some idea of the s tock t a t rade of the present day . W h e n 
people were content to d r i n k the-e mine ra l waters , p r i n c i ­
p a l l y aa medicinal agents, or as madia for d i l u t i n g 
brandy, A c , there was no room for the development of 
t ha t a r t i s t i c s k i l l w h i c h i t m i g h t be f a i r l y aatd promised 
now to al ter the taste o f m a n k i n d i n the mat te r of d r i n k s . 
E n t e r i n g then upon a detailed account of the process 
and mach ine ry employed I n the manufacture o f 
aerated waters o f a l l k inds , he d w e l t upon the 
care token I n the works o f the larger f irms to secure 
p u r i t y i n the water used; to ge t rid of organic or excessive 
mine ra l matters I n suspense or so lu t ion , t o prevent the 
water f r o m d i sso lv ing atmospheric a i r I n the process of 
b o t t l i n g , w h e n o n l y the a d m i x t u r e o f carbonic a c i d was 
des i red ; t o guard against me ta l l i c con tamina t ion f r o m 
a t t r i t i o n I n tha m a c h i n e r y ; and , l a s t l y , t o ascertain the 
freedom of the carl onic ac id f r o m object ionable or dele­
terious substances w h i c h m i g h t be communica ted b y the 
chemicals used for i ts p roduc t ion . T h e i n t roduc t i on o f 
patent screw stoppers was leading to a great development 
of t he business, for by the use of the s imple appliances a 
smal l q u a n t i t y of an aerated water m i g h t be token from" a 
bo t t l e , for an i n v a l i d for instance, and the r ema in ing por­
t i o n kept qu i t e fresh. I t was ment ioned t ha t about 800 
patents for new forms of l o t t l e s had been token ou t . 
Speaking on the au 1 jeat of w h a t m i g h t p roper ly t e called 
minera l waters, he safd i t was no exaggerat ion to state 
t h a t we had at present no scientific m ine ra l water maker . 
Some enterpr is ing per - on was wanted to take up the manu­
facture of the new minera l waters w h i c h had recent ly I een 
in t roduced , as the late M r . Hooper , of P a l l - m a l l , f o r me r l y 
took up the manufac ture of waters resembling those of 
numerous German spas. H i s successful manufac ture ef 
l i t h i a water , a t the suggestion of D r . G a r r a r d , was an 
instance of wha t m i g h t be done i n th i s d i r e c t i o n . 

D r . Kichard>on, i n opening the discussion w h i c h 
fo l lowed, remarked t ha t to a l l w h o had the cause of 
temperance a t heart , th is paper w o u l d be in te res t ing as 
showing t ha t there was an i m p o r t a n t r i v a l r y established 
against those d r i n k s w h i c h they considered i n j u r i o u s 
to m a n k i n d , and i n favour c f those w h i c h were 
s imple i n the i r character, useful , and a t the same 
t i m e free f r o m a l l danger. A l t h o u g h he had devoted 
some a t t en t ion to the subject , he confessed t h a t the 
va r i e ty of mach ine ry e x h i b i t e d t h a t n i g h t and the 
indicat ions g iven or the magni tude of the consumpt ion 
of these aerated waters had surprised h i m . He t h o u g h t 
t h a t the p u b l i c should be p a r t i c u l a r l y gra teful t o the 
manufacturers of these d r inks for the a t t en t ion they 
paid to the p u r i t y o f their manufacture*. T h e last p o i n t 
referred to i n the paper was, he t h o u g h t , o f m u c h i m ­
portance. M i n e r a l waters m i g h t , he l e l i eved , be made 
i n th i s c o u n t r y i n such perfect ion t h a t i t w o u l d be u n ­
necessary to i m p o r t foreign minera l waters , t h o u g h , a t 
the same t i m e , there was doubtless m u c h i n the bene­
ficial effects of a j ou rney on the Con t inen t w h i c h cou ld 
not be derived merely f rom d r i n k i n g the Ingredients of 
the waters they found i n the spas. S t i l l the p roduc t ion 
o f chemica l ly pure minera l water* w o u l d be a great boon 
to physic ians , w h o often preferred to prescribe t h e m to 
be used a t table rather than to g ive less pleasant d rugs . 
A m o n g speakers w h o fo l lowed , one referred to the w o n ­
d e r f u l increase i n the consumpt ion of aerated waters 
w i t h i n a compara t ive ly shor t per iod . T h e first machine 
made by the f i r m to w h i c h he belonged w o u l d 
enable a maker to t u r n ou t perhaps ISO dozen 
bottlea of soda water per day of ten hours . T h e 
aggregate p roduc ing capaci ty of the machines they sold 
l a s t year w o u l d probably be some 30 ,000 ,000 bott les of 
soda water per day , the large machines now i n use being 
equal t o an o u t t u r n of 3000 do/.en bottles per day . H e 
knew t h a t one f i rm had mach ine ry w h i c h enabled t h e m 
t o make 17 ,000 do/en bottles of soda-water a d 
A n o t h e r speaker referred to the great impetus w h i c h had 
been g iven to the sale of aerated waters by the in t roduc­
t i o n of smal l bott les, or " s p l i t s , " bu t main ta ined t h a t i f 
manufacturers could get publ icans , hotel-keepers, and 
chemists, w h o were t h e i r p r inc ipa l customers, t o re ta i l 
the waters a t a more reasonable charge the trade w o u l i 
benefit enormously. A t present aerated waters were sold 
w i t h a p rbf i t of 4 0 0 to 6 0 0 per cent, for the re ta i le r , lftnV 
per do en, or 14d . per bo t t l e , be ing considered a fair 
p r ice b y the manufacturer for aerated waters for w h i c h 
4 d . and 6d. per bott le was charged to the p u b l i c . 

A F A it V R U n a m e d Thomas, r e s i d i n g n e a r C a r -
aaar thsn, dropped, dead w h i l e t ranspor t ing a bier w h i c h 
be was fe tch ing for the funeral of a neighbour n e x t day. 
At the inquest a ve rd i c t of ** Death f r o m na tu r a l causes " 
eraa r e turned . 

M v N o f n o b l e b i r t h a r e n o t e d t o b e e n v i o u s 
towards new men t h a t r i s e ; fo r the distance is al tered, 
and i t is l i k e a deceit of the eye, t h a t when others come 
e n they t h i n k themselves go b a c k . — B a c o n . 

A T L e i c e s t e r s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d p e r s o n a r e c e n t l y 
attended the sale of the goods of ten persons, i n c l u d i n g a 
guard ian of the poor, seized for non-payment of fines far 
refusing to vaccinate the i r ch i l d r en . T h e approaches to 
t he rale ya rd were packed w i t h dense masses of people, 
a n d i n the ya rd the chief constable, f i f t y pol icemen, and 
m a n y detectives were present to preserve order. T h e 
auctioneer was received w i t h groana, and M r . A m o s 
B o o t h , the secretary of the N a t i o n a l A n t i - V a c c i n a t i o n 
Soc ie ty , protes t ing against the proceedings, the auctioneer 
cal led upon the police to remove h i m . T h e c r o w d yel led 
a n d rushed on the pol icemen, d r i v i n g t h e m back, bu t 
a t l eng th M r . Booth was removed. T h e f u r n i t u r e was 
• o l d amids t the wi ldes t disorder. A t a mass meeting, 
attended by m a n y thousand persons, i n the Marke t -p lace , 
resolutions were pissed condemning the proceedings. 

J A M i t s Y A T E S , a g e d 4 1 , g n n m a k e r , o f N e w t o n -
r o w , B i r m i n g h a m , has been remanded on a charge o f 
• t a b b i n g his w i f e w i t h a bayonet, w i t h i n t e n t t o murder 
her. Af t e r escaping f rom the Borough L u n a t i c A s y l u m 
where he had been confined, the prisoner went t o his 
fo rmer home, and , seizing the weapon, stabbed his w i f e 
three t imes, causing such Injuries t h a t her recovery Is 
doubtful .—James Kogers, a t rave l le r i n the employ of 
M r , A V . H . H a r t , p rov i s ion merchant , the C h a i r m a n of 
t he W a t c h Commi t t ee , was also c o m m i t t e d for t r i a l a t 
t he aame cour t on the charge o f embezzl ing £ 2 2 8 , the 
moneys of his employer . 

A T t h e P o l i c e - c o u r t , W o l v e r h a m p t o n , S a r a h 
Baker, w i f e o f Frank Baker, bu t l e r , Wombourne , was 
l a t e l y fined £ 5 for t w o aggravated assaults upon a y o u n g 
g i r l named Al i ce Baker, an i l l e g i t i m a t e c h i l d w h i c h had 
been entrusted to her care. T h e c h i l d stated t ha t de> 
fendant l a id her across a cha i r , and beat her w i t h a b i r c h 
r o d u n t i l the 1 lood ran f r o m a wound t h a t defendant had 
p rev ious ly caused w i t h the rod . T h e defendant had pre­
v i o u s l y knocked one of her teeth o u t w i t h her f is t . She 
d i d no t have enough to cat, and ve ry ra re ly had her meals 
w i t h the defendant, w h o made her wash her o w n clothes, 
besides cleaning the house. T h e defendant had also forced 
a q u a n t i t y of ho t porr idge d o w n her t h r o a t . I I t was so hot 
t h a t I t b u r n t and blistered her m o n t h . She had often 
been sent to school w i t h o u t breakfast. T h e chi ld ' s state, 
m e n t was confirmed by the evidence of her schoolmistress 
and a surgeon w h o had examined her . 

A & K P & B S B M T A T I V B C O N F B R B N C B o f m e m b e r ! 
o f the L i b e r a l Secretaries and Agents ' Associat ion ha t 
been held a t the C i t y L i b e r a l C l u b , Walb rook , London , 
i n order to discuaa the provisions of the Cor rup t and 
I l l e g a l Practices A c t . A t the conclusion of tha proceed­
i n g s , the measure h a v i n g been freely discussed I n a l ) Its 
bearings, i t waa resolved to appo in t sub-committees for 
counties and for boroughs to d raw np rales o f procedure, 
bo th for c o u n t y and boroagh electoral contests, and to 
appo in t gentlemen to act permanent ly as counsel fo r the 

IMPORTANT ACTION AGAINST A 
' B E N E K I T S O C I E T Y . 

I n tha C i t y of London C o u r t , before M r . Commissioner 
Ker r , an adjourned ac t ion was recen t ly heard, a t , t h e 
Instance o f M r . H e n r y F i n c h , horse-keeper, Retreat-
place, Hackney , ag d r a t M r . A . H . L a m b and others, 
trustees of the T r a m w a y a n d Omnibus Com pa D ie s ' 
Employes L e g a l A i d and P rov iden t Associat ion, to 
recover £ 1 16a. for sfck al lowance alleged to be due. A t . 
tho former hear ing o n l y ; M r . L a m b appeared, and his 
defence waa t ha t he had no knowledge whatever of, tha 
m a t t e r ; t he aecretafy, a m a n named M i l l a r d , bad, the 
entire management I f t he concern. A document /was 

anded to. t he B e D c h s h o w i n g t h a t L o r d Shaftesbury 
was president of the association, and the Rev W . Cuf f , 
of the Shoredi tch Tabernacle, a vice -pre ident, w i t h a 
largo commit tee . M f . W . Par ro t t , o f the Archway- road , 
Upper H o l l o w a y , now appeared a long w i t h M r , L a m b , 
and sa id ; I never authorised m y name to be u»ed as a 
trustee. I know n o t h i n g whatever a) out the association, 
except t h a t I h i v e p a i d I n money l i k e other peop'e. 
M i l l a r d has been go ing about swind l ing t r a m w a y and 
omnibus servants f o r e v e r t w o yea r s ; I n fact , he U the 
association. (Laughte r . ) T h e Commisioner : What, 
y o n say about s w i n d l i n g Is no doubt t rue . M r . 
P a r r o t t : I t o l d M i l l a r d t h a t I considered the t h i n g a 
dead swindle , and asked h i m t o s t r ike o u t m y name. 
T h e Commiss ioner : T h e f a c i l i t y w i t h w h i c h w o r k i n g 
people par t w i t h the i r hard-earned money , on the mo«t 
f l imsy pretexts , i * absolutely as tounding. T h e Pla in­
t i f f : T h e association ia registered, and I was 
to ld t ha t the Rev . M r . C u f f ac tua l ly pa id £ 2 3 for p r i n t ­
i n g . M r . P u r r o t t : M r . C u f f wro t e some t i m e ago to 
the papers s t a t ing t ha t he had refused to a l l o w his mtme 
to be used any longer. I believe the same remark 
applies to L o r d Shaftesbury. T h e Commiss ioner : I t Is 
obvious ly a case for a magis t ra te ra ther than for a c i v i l 
cour t . M r . P a r r o t t : T h e scoundrel o u g h t t o be brought 
to jus t ice , and m a d e ' t o account for t he money he ha> 
recelved. T h e Commissioner : There are a great many 
scoundrels w h o o u g h t t o be b rough t t o just ice 
( L a n g h t e r . ) I n this case I do no t see how the trustees 
cah I e made l i ab le . I m o s t , therefore, d i rec t a nonsu i t . 
T h e P l a i n t i f f - I t is a v e r y ha rd ma t t e r t o m a n y of us. 
T h e Commiss ioner : I a m sor ry f o r y o u , b a t I cannot 
help y o u . 

T H E M A R Q U I S O F S A L I S B U R Y A N D T H E 
H O M E S O F T H E P O O R . 

A deputa t ion f rom the Amalgamated Society of R ive r ­
side W o r k m e n and other indus t r i a l organisations recently 
wa i ted on the Marquis of Sa l i sbury a t h is residence, 
Ar i ing ton-s t ree t , P b c a d i l l y , L o n d o n , i n order t o orgs 
upon his lo rdsh ip the necessity o f us ing his powerfu l i n ­
fluence to a id the efforts now being made to g ive the 
people of L o n d o n of the poor class better house accom­
moda t ion . M r . T . M . h c l l y , M r . G . P o t t e r , M r . Samuel 
Peters, M r . F% Whetstone ( past-president of the A m a l ­
gamated Society o l Engineers) , M r . Owen M u r p h y 

president of the Amalgamated Society of River.-ide 
W o r k m e n ) , M r . Charles Kobbins , and others addressed 
the noble l o r d , and urged upon h i m tha t there waa an ab­
solute necessity for legislative measures to provide sani tary 
honses for the poor of L o n d o n . T h e Marqu i s o f Salis­
b u r y , r e p l y i n g to the deputa t ion , said t h a t h is great 
object was to get th is question of proper homes for the 
poor perfec t ly clear f rom ' po l i t i c s . (Hear , hear . ) I t 
wou ld be impossible for h i m , m a k i n g a speech upon a 
question of th i s k i n d , no t to not ice an a r t i c l e w h i c h 
appeared f r o m M r . Chamber l a in , b u t he d i d n o t w i s h 
t h a t a question so i m p o r t a n t should degenerate i n t o a 
merely personal squabble. (Hear , hear.) H e wasno t indls-
posed, as the deputat ion m i g h t be possibly aware, to 
enter in to a p a r t y contest—(a l a n g h ) — b u t he t hough t 
i t w o u l d be do ing h a r m . t o th i s par t icu la r cause i f i t 
was made the p o i n t of a p a r t y f i g h t . (Cheers.) He 
was ve ry gra teful to the deputa t ion for the op in ion thev 
had expressed i n regard to h i s ac t ion on th i s qucs t io ; i ; 
bu t , w h i l e he should be ve ry glad to secure good 
dwel l ings for the w o r k i n g classes, t h a t was no t his 
object so m u c h as to provide for the i r general , social , 
ma te r i a l , and mora l benefit. (Cheers.) H e hoped tha t , 
above a l l t h ings , the question w o u l d no t be al lowed to 
degenerate i n t b a pa r ty wrang le . W i t h respect t o w h a t 
M r . Potter had so w e l l and a b l y said about the g round 
landlords , there appeared to be, as far as he ( L o r d 
Sa l i sbury) was concerned, considerable misapprehension. 
I t should no t be forgot ten t h a t e v e r y t h i n g t h a t bore h is 
name d i d not belong to h i m , and he m i g h t pay th;; t 
streets w h i c h were t a i l ed Sal isbury-street and Cran-
bourne-street should not be si ppo cd to be h is p roper ty . 
I t was t rue they belonged to hfa) f a m i l y some 2 0 0 years 
ago, b u t h a v i n g h a d the mis fo r tune of h a v i n g had 
thrif t less ancestors, the p n p e r t / h a d passed i n t o other 
hands. H i s proper ty i n London was ve ry s m a l l , ami 
w i t h i n a very smal l area, and no t I n any one of the 
l i s t r i c t s where these unsan i ta ry , overcrowded dwel l ings 
exis ted . W i t h respect t o the suggestion as tu 
the p h i l a n t h r o p i c act ion of the g round landlords , he d i d 
no t believe the t i m e was come for i t ; ba t , a* to the 
demol i t ion of rookeries, he ce r ta in ly t h o u g h t the owners 
ough t not t o receive the compensation w h i c h they claimed 
on the i r o w n behalf. (Hear , hear . ) I f by legis lat ion 
any a t t empt was s i m p l y made against the g round land­
lords, w h a t w o u l d be the resul t? London was a con­
s tan t ly overcrowded c i t y . I t was add ing some 40 ,000 a 
year to i t s popula t ion , bu t a t the same t i m e he should 
no t t h i n k i t w e l l t o ac t too h a s t i l y as regards special 
legis la t ion for the g round landlords . A s regarded the 
general question of the homes of the poor, w h i c h the de­
no ta t ion had so ab ly 'brought before h i m , he t h o u g h t more 
l i g h t was wanted on the subject . I f any immedia te ac t ion 
co Id be taken, he ce r t a in ly should n o t h o l d back. 
S t i l l he t h o u g h t fur ther i n q u i r y was necessary, and as 
he hoped to show tha t I n the a r t i c l e i n the National 
£eei«tr, there was no heroic remedy for the e v i l com­
plained of . I t must be a t tacked I n m a n y w a y s . T h e 
suggestion was made t h a t the D u k e o f Westmins ter 
should agr> e to g ive sites for w o r k i n g men's dwel l ings on 
bis estate, b u t wha t benefit w o u l d t h a t be to the people 
of the East-end Y H e t o l d the deputa t ion t h a t as a rule 
the landlords i n the congested districts--- he meant the 
ground landlords—were no t a w e a l t h y or a prosperous 
class, b u t shopkeepers and s m a l l freeholders. T h e noble 
lord said he wanted more i n f o r m a t i o n as t o how the 
people could be more taken in to the c o u n t r y . H e should 
careful ly consider the case placed before h i m b y the 
deputa t ion , because the mat te r interested h i m deeply . 
The deputa t ion thanked the noble l o r d for h i s courteous 
veception, and re t i red . 

M A G I S T E R I A L O ^ a f i ^ J C H o i i 1 OP 
, E A R L Y M A R R I A G E f l T . 

A t the Sou thwark Po l lce joonr t , London, Joha W a l t e r 
Evere t t , 18 , labourer , was recently charged with stealing 
a gold locket , a go ld c h a i n , a p a i r o f earrings, a purse 
con ta in ing 12s. and three sovereigns, the property o f his 
mother , a t 7, Grea t Charlotte-street, Blackfr lara-road. 
r h e prosecut r ix said t h a t the prisoner had no t l i ved with 
her for the last t w o months , on sccount ef hie i r regular 
habi ts . H e recen t ly ca l led on her and asked for a coat , 
as he was g o i n g I n t o the c o u n t r y t o w o r k . She gave 
h i m the coat and he l e f t t h e house, but a f terwards was 
admi t ted by a ledger, and he was teen t o go upstairs 
and leave the house i n a h u r r i e d manner . A b o u t 
one i n , t h e afternoon she had occasion, to.go to 
her r oom to get ' some m o n e y f r o m bar purse, 
when she found bar d rawer open and missed t he purse 
and money . She al o fonnd her j ewel -box open, and 
miss"d three sovereigns, a g o l d locke t and c h a i n , and a 
set of s i lver earr ings. Be ing satisfied her son was the 
t h i e f , ahe gave In fo rma t ion to t he po l ice , and bad seen 
k r i n g I n possession of the pol ice w h i c h she also missed 
f r o m her drawer*. El izabeth F le tcher , 17 years of age, 
• a id she worked a t a machine I n Holland-Street. She 
knew the prisoner, and h a d kep t company w i t h h t m t w o 
years, and t h e y were engaged to be m a r r i e d a t an 
ear ly day . O n the previous evening he m e t her and 
gave h*r £ 1 5s. t o buy some clothes w i t h , and a t the 
same t i m e he gave her a a engagement - r ing ( p r o d u c e d \ 
W h i l e they were w a l k i n g past a jewel ler ' s he called 
her I n and gave her a wedding r i n g . M r . B r i d g e naked 
her I f she had a mother . O n her r e p l y i n g t h a t she had , 
his w n H i i p asked her I f her m o t h e r knew o f t h e i r en­
gagement . She repl ied t h a t she d i d , and approved o f I t . 
She was i n c o u r t . T h e mother here came-forward, and 
said she knew of her daughter 's intended marr iage , and 
a l t h o u g h t h e y were bo th so y o u n g she d i d . n q t oppose i t . 
M r . Br idge t h o u g h t her conduct was v e r y reprehensible 
I n adv i s ing such y o u n g people to get m a r r i e d . T h e y 
were h a r d l y I n a pos i t ion to suppor t themselves, and he 
d i d no t wonder a t t he c r y of ove rc rowding among t he 
poor when snch ear ly marriages t ook place w i t h t h e con­
sent o f the parents. I f sickness overtook these y o u n g 
people, or on the husband los ing his w o r k t h e y w e n t , 
for shelter, to l i v e w i t h e i ther of the parents. H e 
s t rong ly condemned these ea r ly marriages. 4 Detec t ive-
sergeant Mar t l e , L d i v i s i o n , received I n f o r m a t i o n of t he 
robbery , and saw the prisoner and t he y o u n g g i r l enter a 
jeweller 's shop. T h a prisoner selected a wedd ing r i n g , 
and fitted i t on her finger, and he pa id for i t w i t h a 
sovereign he took f r o m h i s pocket . Witness took h i m 
In to cus tody, and found 8s. 9 d . on hint - T h e y o u n g 
woman handed h i m the r i n g Ident i f ied b y M r s . Eve re t t 
and the wedd ing r i n g . She also banded h i m £ 1 5s. 
w h i c h she said the prisoner had g iven her t o b u y clothes. 
M r . Br idge remanded the prisoner for a week, i n order to 
enable the constable to make fur ther inqui r ies . 

T O E P R I N C E O F W A L E S A N D T H E 
F R E E M A S O N S . 

A qua r t e r ly communica t ion of the G r a n d L o d g e o f 
Eng l i sh Freemasons, was recent ly held i n the banquet 
h a l l of the Freemasons' T a v e r n , L o n d o n , the E a r l of 
Carnarvon, pro-Grand Master , on the throne. There was 
an unusual ly large attendance, i n c l u d i n g a large number 
of brethren f rom the provinces. T h e G r a n d Lodge-room 
was far too smal l to accommodate the members present, 
and the pro-Grand Master gave ins t ruc t ions t h a t two 
other rooms should be t-et apart for those w h o were 
unable to obtain admission i n t o the h a l l , and t h a t a l l 
should have the o p p o r t u n i t y of v o t i n g upon any resolu­
t i o n proposed. Mos t of the g rand officers, i n c l u d i n g , I n 
addi t ion to the pro-Grand Master , the E a r l of L i m e r i c k , 
M r . W . W . B . Death, M . P . , S i r J o h n B . M o n c k t o n , 
Colonel Shadwel l H . Clerke , General B r o w n r i g g , 
C . B . , S i r A l b e r t Woods, M r . M ' I n t y r e , Q .C . , 
were present The E a r l of Carnarvon expressed 
pleasure a t seeing B a c h a large meet ing , and hoped I t 
wou ld result i n the benefit of the c ra f t . [ S o m e discussion 
took place w i t h regard to the revised book o f cons t i t u ­
t ions , and u l t i m a t e l y the cons t i tu t ions , as amended, 
were unan imous ly agreed t o . Ma jo r HarHing , of the S t . 
Andrew's Lodge ( 2 3 1 ) nominated his R o y a l Highness the 
Prince of Wales as G r a n d Master for the ensuing t w e l v e 
mon ths . He fe l t sura he need no t occupy the t i m e of 
G r a n d Lodge b y using any words I n suppor t of t h a t pro­
posal, because he knew his R o y a l Highness waa so re­
garded b y them tha t not a w o r d of dissent or contradic­
t ion w o u l d be heard. T h e nomina t i on was received 
w i t h loud cheers. T h e f o r m a l election takes place a t 
n e x t qua r t e r ly communica t ion . Fo r the G r a n d Trea-
sorershlp. Bro ther A l c r o f t ( t he present t reasurer) , and 
Bro ther Horace Brooks Mar sha l l were nominated . G r a n d 
Lodge afterwards adjourned. 

M R . M T J N D K I X A , M . P . , w h o i t a n a t i v e o f 
Leicester, has consented to take p a r t I n the proceedings 
In connection w i t h tha opening o f a new Sunday-school 
U n i o n Memor ia l H a l l , on Thursday , the 2 0 t h Ins t . 

B L A C K B I D I H G S M i l l . O l d h a m , c o n t a i n i n g f o r t y 
thousand spindles, haa.been comple te ly destroyed b y fire. 
The damage is est imated a t £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , a n d i s covered b y 
insurance. 

S P E A K I N G a t a r e c e n t c o n s e r v a t i v e d e m o n ­
s t ra t ion he ld a t W a r r i n g t o n , M r . Ashmead-Bar t l e t t , M . P . , 
r e fe r r ing to the recent utterances o f M r . Chamber l a in on 
unearned Increments, asked i f he had ever g iven a single 
sixpence to any of h i s workmen beyond the i r bare marke t 
Tk iue . Y e t he w o u l d denounce the landowners, m a k i n g 
DO men t ion of his o w n laige fortune w h i c h had been earnee 
for h i m b y his w o r k m e n . Were landowners to be plun­
dered, and Ra Heal manufacturers , w i t h t h e i r immense 
for tunes, to f n free ? Such men were fond o f invest ing 
t h e i r capital \ j r e ign countries and manufactures , and 
t h e n preaching so-called free t rade, i n order t h a t those 
products m i g h t come i n free, w h i l s t Eng l i sh were every­
where t axed . 

H K s e l d o m l i v e s f r u g a l l y , w h o l i v e s b y c h a n c e . 
Hope is a lways l ibera l , and they t h a t t ru s t her promises 
make l i t t l e scruple of r eve l l ing to-dav on t he prof i ts of 
t o - m o r r o w . — J o / m i o u . . 

A D I O C K S A l f M E E T I N G I D S u p p o r t ttf t h e 
scheme for the estV l i shmen t of. several new parishes i n 
T y n e m o u t h was recent ly he ld a t Newcast le-on-Tyne 
under the presidency of the b ishop. Subs tan t i a l assis­
tance was volunteered b y several in f luent ia l f i rms and 
fami l i e s . I h e scheme has been devised b y a commission 
appointed b y the b i shop , aad proposes t h a t t w e l v e new 
parishes sheuld I e fo rmed and seventeen c l e rgymen be 
added to the present parishes. T h e capi ta l necessary for 
t he accompl i shment of the scheme is est imated a t 
£ 9 8 , 1 2 0 , w h i c h i t has been decided shal l be raised by 
subscr ipt ions ex t end ing over five years. T h e f u n d w i l l 
be k n o w n as the Hi-hop of Newcastle 's f u n d . 

A T C o v e n t r y a s a d a n d f a t a l a c c i d e n t h a s b e ­
fa l len an o l d hero o f the I n d i a n m u t i n y named Y o u n g 
T h e deceased, w h o was 6 4 years of age, and p a r t i a l l y 
b l i n d , was r e t u r n i n g home f r o m the c o u n t r y , where he 
h a d been h a w k i n g tish, and i n the darkness wandered 
I n t o a deep p i t and waa d r o w n e d . T h e body waa not 
recovered for three days , nnd the j u r y re tu rned a verd ic t 
o f Acc identa l death.** 

A N i n f l u e n t i a l d e p u t a t i o n o f t h e p r i n c i p a l 
carriage builders and w o r k m e n of B a t h has wa i ted on th< 
C i t y members, S i r A . B a y t e r and M r . Wodehouse, am* 
asked the i r suppor t t o a proposal to abolish the carriage 
-tax ; the present impos t r e su l t i ng I n a v a s t l y d imin i shed 
t rade and the imDover ishment of w o r k m e n . T h e hon . 
members promised a t t en t ion t o the subject . The re was 
also a deputa t ion o f elementary school teachers, asking 
for an increase i n the g ran t of pensions to disabled school 
teachers, as the present Governmen t al lowance da i n* 
adaouate. and leaves a large number i n indigence . 

A T W i l l i t o n , S o m e r s e t s h i r e , J o h n ' B n r g e ' h 
moulder , and his wi fe have been c o m m i t t e d for t r i a l on 
the charge of grossly i l l - t r e a t i n g and h a l f - s t a r v i n g t he 
man 's c h i l d , aged 5 \ years . T h e c h i l d weighed o n l y 
211b. instead of 451b. T h e pol ice w i t h d i f f i c u l t y pre­
vented the c rowd l y n c h i n g the prisoners. 

M B . P I K K S W A R n c B T O N * , M . P . , i n ' r e c e n t l y 
addressing his const i tuents a t N o r t h w l c h , sa id t h a t t he 
signs o f the t imes pointed to a re i c t i o n w h i c h had already 
set i n . He was surprised how men of honest and inde­
pendent opinions oould cont inue to suppor t a Governmen t 
t h a t had been false to i.ts promises and false to the best 
t rad i t ions of Eng land . A s to re t renchment , t hey spent 
m a n y thousands more than the i r predecessors : and as for 
peace, i t had vanished ever since the Radical Governmen t 
came i n t o power. I r e l a n d was no I etter n o w than i t was 
t w o years ago. Messrs. Parne l l and Mealy were s t i l l 
g o i n g a l o u t the c o u n t r y preaching sedi t ion and t a u n t i n g 
the Hag of rebel l ion. M r . D a v i t t o u g h t t o have been hanged 
years ago, bu t the Government had connived at a g i t a t i o n , 
and treated w i t h shame and i g n o m i n y those w h o (-toodup 
honest ly i n defence of the i r r e l ig ion and the i r c o u n t r y . 
A s l o n g as thf. present Government remains I n office n o 
honest men i n I re land were l i k e l y t o get t he i r o w n , and 
I f the Government remained m u c h longer, tho-e w h o had 
a l i t t l e l e f t w o u l d no t be able to keep I t 

I N t h e I l i o k m a n e w o r t h T o w n H a l l M r s . J o h n 
W h i t e , of Parsonage F a r m , has he ld her annua l bazaar 
and sale o f useful fret w o r k and other articles made ,by 
the members of the W o r k i n g Lads ' I n d u s t r i a l C l u b , 
whose head-quarters are I n the High*street , as w e l l as 
some necessary and oma men t i l art icles made and presented 
by ladles c f t he neighbourhood, w h o k i n d l y assist a t the 
s tal ls I n rid o f the Lads' C lub and the N a t i o n a l e n d 
I n f a n t s School Chi ld ren ' s Boot C l u b . I n the even ing 
the c lub 'ads, under the t i t l e of " T h e R i c k m a n s w o r t h 
Rooks,'* gave I n the h a l l an e n t e r t i l n m e n t o f voca l and 
Ins t rumenta l mus ic for the same o t r ec t s . 

A T t h e p o l i c e - c o u r t , N e w p o r t ( M o n . ) , a s e r i o u s 
s tabbing affray was recen t ly p a r t i a l l y inves t iga ted . A 
Norweg ian seamen named Anderson, I n the coarse of a 
s t ree t t i g h t w i t h other foreign seamen, stabbed no fewer 
than s i x spectators w h o crowded round to see w h a t was 
the ma t t e r , and one wa< so seriously wounded t h a t he Is 
n o t y e t ou t o f danger. T h e other five appeared i n cou r t 
w i t h the i r arms bandaged, and spoke p o s i t i v e l y as t o 
I d e n t i t y , a l t h o u g h the prisoner a shlpmntes came to prove 
he was n o t there. One o f the In ju red men is an o l d 
soldier , w h o took a p rominen t p a r t I n the r i o t s a t 
Tredegar last year . T h e case waa remanded. 

T H K w h o l e o f t h e t r a f f i c i n t h e M i d l a n d s t a t i o n 
a t Leicester was la te ly disorganised b y a t r a i n of ca t t le 
and p i g t rucks g e t t i n g off the l i ne t h r o u g h mis s ing t he 
po in ts and be ing over turned . Fo r tuna t e ly no one was 
i n j u r e d , and a b lock o f come hours was t he sole r e s u l t , 
the traffic h a v i n g to be conducted on tha o ther l ines. 
T h e accident occurred about four o 'c lock, and the noise 
and confusion entailed for a t i m e was Indescribable. 
H a p p i l y the b reakdown g s a g e v m t u a i l y effected a 
clearance, • • . T 

GREAT FIRE I N T H E M E PROPOLIS. ^ 
A b o u t one o 'clock I n t h j m o r n i n g , recen t ly , - pissing 

cabman discovered that the premises, 1 0 1 , Brooustoav 
road, L o n d o n , ware o n l i r a . He a t once called the atten­
t ion o f a policeman to the fac t , and the a l a r m was g i v e n 
a t the Ratetn-uMws S t a t i on o f the F i r e Brigade, w h i c h to 
w i t h i n a couple of hundred yards o f the spot . B y the 
t i m e the engine a r r i v e d , however , t he names .bad noe 
on ly obtained a tho rough hold of the shop i n w h 
originate. : , bu t had communicated w i t h the t w o a 
bouses, N o t . 108 and 10.% w h i c h , l i k e t h a one U ' i _ 
the basse* first broke oa t , were used by Messrs. Haxrod 
and C o n I n the i r business as purveyors o f a l l k inds o f 
s t o r e s — provis ions , f u r n i t u r e , drapery , and var ioao 
other goods. F r o m the Kal ton-mewe fire-station t he 
in te l l igence was telegraphed to other parts o f L o n d o n , 
and I n a sho r t t i m e steam-engines f r o m K e n i n g t o n , 
N o r t h Kens ing ton , Fadd ln^ ton , Chsndce-street, Watet>-
loo-road. Baker-street, hegeatrstreet , and o the r pisses, 
aud manuals f r o m K o i g h U b i i d g e and H a m m e r s m i t h 
were on the spot . T h e firemen, w h o were present to> 
s t rong force, and w h o were sari i t s1 b y a number a t 
" a u x i l i a r i e s , ' * o r volunteers, and a detachment o f t h e 
Salvage Corps , worked w i t h the greatest energy, and b y 
means of the engines already ment ioned and a number o f 
stand pi pes were enabled t o t h r o w vas t quant i t ies of water 
on t he names. The i r efforts did no t , however , seem t o 
have m u c h apparent effect, fo r the names b u r n t so fiercely 
t h a t I n a shor t t i m e I t was ev iden t t h a t t h a t h ree 
large houses occupied b y Mas re. H a i r e d m o s t bo 
destroyed. T h e a t t e n t i o n o f the brigades were, con­
sequently, devoted towards p reven t ing the spread o f t h o 
flames, but i n t h i s t h e y were no t completely successful, 
as a t about half-past t w o o 'c lock the backs of Nos . 107 
a n d 1 0 d f occupied respectively b y Messrs. Jeffceatev 
brush makers, aud C . de Coolers caugh t , and i t was o n l y 
af ter great labour t h a t the names were confined to t h e 
backaof these premises. T h e wind was also b l o w i n g f r e sh ly , 
and such serious fears were entertained for the safety o f 
some smal l cottages i n Kichmond*gardens, a na r row cour t , 
s i t u a t e ! a t the back of the b u r n i n g b lock , t h a t t b a poor 
people has t i ly removed the i r f u r n i t u r e and p i led i t i n tha* 
read. I n v^ueen s-gardeus, another nar row tho roughfa re 
r u n n i n g d o w n a t the aide o f 109, Bromptoo- road , t 
flames created grea t consternat ion, as i t was fei 
t h a t the brigade w o u l d n o t be able to prevent i 
spreading beyond some s tab l ing t h a t waa i n course off 
erect ion. A t three o 'c lock, however , the e x e r t i o n * 
o f the firemen began to t e l l , and i t waa then v i s ib le t h a i , 
t h e fire w o u l d no t ex tend beyond the backs o f Nos. 1 0 T 
aud 109 , a l t hough the bouses 1 0 1 , 103 , a n d 1 0 5 , ants 
the i r contents, were destroyed f r o m basement upwards . 
T h e reflection, w h i c h was v i s ib le over the who le o f t h o 
western po r t i on of the metropol is , a t t rac ted several 
thousands of spectators to the s p o t ; and was, i n fac t , t h e 
means of s u m m o n i n g a p o r t i o n of the fire brigade frosa 
a fire i n King ' s - road , Chelsea, where t h e y had been en ­
gaged for some t i m e . T h e cause of the fire ia u n k n o w n ; 
b u t the damage, w h i c h w i l l a m o u n t to m a n y thousand 
pounds, is complete ly covered by insurance. / 

_ I 

T H c S B E L G I A N P A R L I A M E N T HOUSE0 
D j i S T R O Y E D B Y H U E . , 

T h e Palace of the Belg ian Legis la t ive Chambers baa-
been destroyed by fire. T h e Cuamber of Representa­
t ives , w i t h a l l i t s o u t l y i n g bu i ld ings , is a mass of ruioe* 
b u t the fears a t first entertained t h a t the depar tment o f 
Fore ign Affa i r s and Educa t ion had been g rea t ly damaged 
prove to have been exaggerated, the b j i l d i n g s n a m e d 
h a v i n g Buffered l i t t l e f r o m the flames. Several 
firemen were i n j u r e d , and i t i s reported tha t 
some Grenadiers were k i l l e d w h e n the wal l s o f t h o 
b u r n i n g b u i l d i n g f e l l i n . T h e Senate was preserved f r e m 
the flames. So far as can be ascertained the fire b r o k e 
i»ut i n the cupola of the Chamber , and or ig ina ted w i t h 
the sun burner used for l i g h t i n g the House. T h e uaroee 
were fanned by the d r a u g h t f r o m the v e n t i l a t i n g shaft* 
and spread t e p i d l y . A s t rong north-east w i n d was b l o w ­
i n g a t the t i m e , and when once the flames had g o t a ho ld 
on the b u i l d i n g leu t add i t iona l force to the f u r y of t h e 
conf lagra t ion. T h e House waa s i t t i n g w h e n the fife* 
broke ou t . ; ' 

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y C A S E O F A T T E M P T E D 
S U I C I D E . | . 

A t the G u i l d h a l l Police-court , L o n d o n , M a r y S t a f f o r d , 
7 2 , W a r w i c k - s t r e e t , P i m l i c o , fashionably dressed, was* 
charged w i t h threatening to c o m m i t suicide, h a v i n g p re ­
v i o u s l y a t tempted to do so. M r . K e n t appeared lo r t he 
defendant. M r . Thomas Broadbent C a r i w r i ^ h t sa id he-
was a so l ic i tor , a t 4 , L o ' . h b u r y . O n the previous a f t e r ­
noon the defendant called on h i m on some business, a n d 
said t ha t unless cer ta in condi t ions^ 'e re complied w i t h b y 
a c l i e u t of h is .-he w o u l d go d o w n to her fa thers ' place 
a t H o r s h a m , and c o m m i t auicide. she was w o n d e r f u l l y 
e x c i t c d a t the t i m e . She 1 m l made s i m i l a r threats t o 
h i m before. She a t tempted to c o m m i t suicide about 
t w o months ago by t a k i n g about t w o ounces o f 
ch lorodine . H e was able to state t ha t o n l y on i n f o r m a ­
t i o n he had received. H e h i d k n o w n the prisoner, 
f o r over twelve months . the had been l i v i n g w i t h a 
c l i e n t of h is as his w i f e . A separation had taken pUen» 
a n d t i n t was the c a m * o f her exc i t ement . M r . K e n t 
urged t h a t i t was o n l y a hasty r emark made b y her, a n d 
t ha t she never intended to p u t her th rea t i n t o e x e c u t i o n , 
i i o b e r t O u t r a m , detective sergeant, s a i i t ha t a t a b o u t 
t w e n t y minu te* to l o u r o 'clock on the previous af ternoon 
he was called to M r , C u r t w r i g h t ' s office, where he saw t h o 
defendant, and t o l d her she was charged w i t h th rea ten ing 
t o c o m m i t suic ide, and she said " Y e a ; and neither yoa> 
nor anyone else shal l lake me . " H e sent for assistance, 
aud then , b y persuasion, she w e n t q u i e t l y i n a cab 
w i t h h i m to the s ta t ion . She was i n a v e r y 
exc i t ed state. A l d e r m a n Not tage said he m u s t re­
mand the defendant t o have the o p i n i o n of the m e d i c a l 
officer of the pr i son as to the state o f her m i n d . 
M r . K e n t asked t h a t she shou ld be a d m i t t e d to b a i l , a n d 
handed over to the tare o f her s i t te r , w h o w o u l d be r e ­
sponsible for her . A l d e r m a n Not tage said he c o u l d 
n o t do t h a t because I t w o u l d destroy the v e r y objec t he-
h a d i n v i e w , a d t h a t waa to have the o p i n i o n of the 
pr i son surgeon on her state o f m i n d . M r . T h o m a s 
E d w a r d Edwards said t a t he was a surgeon i n p r a c t i co­
a t 0 8 , Gloucester-crescent. H e was cal led to tne de­
fendant i n the ear ly pa r t o f October by the de fendan t^ 
sister, a t a t iog t h a t t h e bad taken poison. H e b a d 
before a t tended, aud had decl ined to go aga in , b a t 
u i t was a case of po isoning he had no a l t e rna t ive 
b u t t o t r y and save her l i f e . H e took w i t h h i m 
h i s batteries and other th ings necessary. H e f o u n d 
her insensible, and her eyes glazed, and he t h o u g h t 
ahe was dead. H e appl ied a s t rong e a t v a n i o 
ba t t e ry , and somewhat rev ived her . H e then admin i s ­
tered s t rong emeries, and after, several days he saved 
her . T h e defendant's sister gave h i m a bo t t l e w h i c h 
contained t w o ounces of chlorodine, a n d w h i c h she s a id 
t he defendant h a d d r u n k i n her presence. Cross-exa­
mined : H e was cal led to 19 , Westbourne-park-v i l laa . 
H e was cal led i n to save ner l i f e , a n d be d i d =>o. H a t 
fee for t h a t was t w e n t y guineas. B y the A l d e r m a n r 
I f he had n o t been called i n she m u s t have died f r o m 
the poison. Af t e r she waa o u t o f danger she declared 
t h a t she w o u l d c o m m i t su ic ide , and t h a t aha w o u l d 
w r i t e to the coroner about the inqneat , and also t h a i 
she w o u l d go to M r . Mansfield, and t e l l h i m a l l abou t i t . 
A l d e r m a n Not tage u l t i m a t e l y remanded her , withosst 
b a i l . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I 

A W H I T K R i n t h e Demerara Chronicle, u n d e r 
the date of October 3 0 t h , takes t he State-paid minis tesa 
severely to task for accept ing the i r stipends f r o m p u b l i c -
house revenues. Refe r r ing t o Canon Wilber force ' s 
famoue let ter t o the 7 \ w « on " T h e Establ ished C h u r c h 
and the L i q u o r T r a f l i c , " he s a y s : " I f I n E n g l a n d t h e 
rents of public-houses go to swel l t he a m o u n t i n t h a 
hands o f tha Eccles ias t ical Commissioners for the 
benefit of the Established C h u r c h o f E n g l e n d , here ia) 
B r i t i s h G u i a n a are t he sa lary o f t he c l e rgy o f t h e 
Churches o f E n g l a n d and Scot land, a n d grants for t h o 
maintenance of the Wesley an a n d Roman Ca tho t t a 
Churches, p a i d i n p a r t o u t o f t he revenue obtained f r o m 
the licensed grogshops and the d i rec t taxea on i n t o x i c a ­
t i n g d r i n k , w h i c h a m o u n t to abou t one- th i rd o f t b a 
w h o l e revenue o f the C o l o n y : so t h a t one - th i rd o f these 
ecclesiastical subsidies i s pa id b y means o f the taxes OB) 
i n t o x i c a t i n g d r i n k . " — Christian OUU. -

T H K W a n d e r e r s ' C l u b , P a l l - m a l L o n d o n , i a 
abou t t o ba purchased b y the members, i success sines) 
I ts foundat ion h a v i n g induced tho commit tee t a csusiasa 
arrangements for cons t i t u t ing h a members ' c l u b 
General h i s Serene Highness Pr ince E d w a r d e l Saxe-
W e i m a r snd L o r d H o u g h t o n have jo ined the commi taah , 


