
I and > 
pat cm,V 
liing is« 
f tenedj 

ladies', 
i pe*-| 

\ 

elievG t h a t 
| t h c soldiers 

igea. a r e . 
I t . . fastened 
I m o d e r u r i f la 
T k n o w n as a 
•bps or. t e n 

M wel l a s 
m a g a z i n e . 

Be, caj&ridge 
the fasten -
ridge w h e n 
• f rom t h a 
ay rifle i s 

box con-
np D M 

• i t i on ready 
• a r t r i d g e s i n 

( g r e a t emer-
•p id f ir ing is 
re . i n th« 

i t h i t s t e n 
rest of t h e 

^. ca l l ed t h a 
G e r m a n s is 

. I n t h e case 
Mag M a u s e r , 
detachable as 

ar tr idges i n -

' l e a r n s f r o m 
*tfn a commu-
p e f u s e g i f t s 

K g that the 
B t p r e s e n t s 

FJiypocrite o n 
p u p p l i e d the 

a n d arnmu-

Jland, t h o u g h 
u p t h r o u g h 
h a v e not ice 

F r e n c h w o r d 
down "—on 

m e m b e r 
Jovernor be 

t ion. i l p r a y e r 
f in connect ion 

Q u a l t r o u g h 
| k b lasphemy 

a m e n d m e n t : 
nighty to be 
w o r l d as M e 

olution w a s 

b r e a d m a d e 
powdered 

s t a t e m e n t 
r e p o r t f r o m 

Mr. F r a n k 
l i k e a s s i s t a n t 

j - i n s p e c t o r of 
f o u n d on t h e 

B r u c e G r o T w 

T H E T E E S D A L E M E R C U K Y — W E D N E S D A Y , F E B R U A R Y 10, 1915. 

[ A l l K ; K : n s R e s e r v e d . ; 

T H E S I L V E R D A G G E R 
R . A . J . W A L L I N G , 

A u t h o r of " F l a u n t i n g M o l l . " " A S e a Dog of D e v o n , " &c. 

C H A P T E R I V . 

g, W H I C H T O R F B B T T M . 1 8 T H E BTOBT OF 
T H B SH&IKB. 

Upon this a m a z i n g d i scovery , a d i s t r e s s i n g 
. R a t i o n seized T o r f r e y . P u s h i n g b y M r . 
RiJford, he kne l t down beside the body. 
«0y Heaven 1" h e e x c l a i m e d , " i t ' s not cold. 
ll/s sti l l l i v i n g , t h a n k G o d ! R u n down to 
the house a t once for he lp . G e t t h e m to 
bring U P someth ing we can use a s a 
(ttetcher; a n d b r i n g seme b r a n d y . " 

L n e y r a n o n * ' n d irect ion of t h e house. 
" A strange encounter ," s a i d M r . R a d f o r d , 

when they were alone w i t h the m u t e body. 
" U y eyes must be a l i t t l e s h a r p , though 
they are gett ing o ld . H e m i g h t have l a i n 
there f o r d a y s , I d a r e s a y , i f I h a d not 
noticed the d i s turbance of the bushes ," 

" Y e s , " rep l i ed T o r f r c y . " I s h o u l d never 
liite noticed i t ." 

"One gets into observant h a b i t s when one 
has lived i n w i l d c o u n t r i e s , " s a i d h i s com­
panion. 

\ little process ion , advancing^ f r o m the 
Viouse. interrupted the conversa t ion . L u c y 
led the w a y , fol lowed by men who bore a 
t^lte board on w h i c h some cushions h a d 
hem "placed. T h e s ervant s were a l i t t l e 
frightened as they looked upon the s i lent 
form of T o m G a n n e t t . T o r f r e y spoke a few 
words to h i s s i s ter in a whisper . 

" I ' l l have h i m t a k e n to Ross ' s co t tage ," 
he went on. " W e ' l l - not take h i m to the 
honse, for the sake of the g i r l . M r . R a d ­
ford, you w i l l excuse me. I f v o u w i l l walk* 
badt with L u c y , I ' l l fol low w h e n I 've 6een 
what ean be done for the poor c h a p . " 

The group d i v i d e d , two men c a r r y i n g the 
body towards the cottage of T o r f r e y ' s 
keeper, and t h e i r master w a l k i n g beside 
them, while the re s t of the p a r t y went back 
to the house. T o r f r e y 3aw T o m G a n n e t t 
safely deposited in M r s . Ross's best bed-
ioom, sent a messenger to C h a r l i e Pud i f in 
and his doctor f r i e n d , a n d awai ted t h e i r 
arrival. H e i n f o r m e d t h e m of the c i r c u m ­
stances of the d i scovery , a n d • l e a r n t fron? 
Hoskings's b r i e f e x a m i n a t i o n tha t the m a n 
was suffering from a severe concuss ion, the 
result of a blow a t the back o f the h e a d , 
but that he m i g h t recover. H e i n v i t e d t h e 
two to follow h i m when a l l h a d been done 
that could be done, a n d walked s lowly back 
to the V i l l a Z a m o r a . 

Torfrey was s ick a t h e a r t . A n indefin­
able sense o f h o r r o r a n d sadness came upon 
him. T h e m y s t e r y o f t h i s affair seemed to 
grip his m i n d , a n d h i s depress ion w a s a l l 
the greater i n contras t w i t h the e la t ion of 
yesterday. A r r i v i n g a t the house, he found 
Lis sieger, w i t h M r . R a d f o r d in the l i b r a r y . 

" Here vou a r e , M a t , " sa id L u c y . " H o w 
is poor T o m ? W i l l ' he get o v e r i t ? " 

"Hoskings s a y s — H o s k i n g s i s a doctor 
who is s t a y i n g w i t h C h a r l i e P u d i f i n — H o s -
kinga says t h a t he h a s concuss ion of the 
brain, caused by a blow. H e m a y get over 
it. T h e y w i l l be coming a long p r e s e n t l y . " 

" M e a n w h i l e we c a n do noth ing m o r e - ' " 
" N o t h i n g t h a t I can sec. I c a n ' t d i s -

oovcr a n y t h i n g t h a t g ives a clue. T h e r e 
must have been somebody i n the woods la s t 
e ight , who first fr ightened the g i r l , a n d 
then ' s truck down T o m as he r a n to h e r 
rescue. A s to P o l l y , i t w i l l be better not 
to cross-examine her t i l l the police come t o 
investigate i t . " 

" Y o u laughed a t h e r i d e a , T o r f r e y , " ob-
wrred M r . R a d f o r d . 

"Of course. I t h o u g h t i t was the f a n c y 
ol & Billy g i r l . I h a d not h e a r d t h a t T o m 
was missing; i n fac t , nobody missed h i m 
because he w a s supposed to have s tar t ed on 
• journey e a r l y t h i s m o r n i n g . " 

" I never l a u g h a t t h e idea of a n y t h i n g 
unusual," s a i d M r . R a d f o r d , " w h e t h e r n a t u ­
ral or s u p e r n a t u r a l : T h e r e i s g e n e r a l l y 
something a t the bottom o f these fancies . 
And that i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y eer i e place for 
dark happenings a t m i d n i g h t . B y the w a y , 
Torfrey, you promised to t e l l me the s toTy." 

" Y e s ; i t won' t t a k e long . I t m a y help 
to lift our m i n d s off t h i s m y s t e r y for t h e 
time," said T o r f r e y . I 

"1 am most anx ious to h e a r i t , " R a d f o r d 
remarked. A s he spoke, P u d i f i n and h i s 
friend H o s k i n g s were announced , and made 
their report of the condit ion of t h e pat i ent . 

'Mart in is g o i n g to t e l l M r . R a d f o r d the 
•tory of the S h r i s o in the W o o d , M r . P u d i -
nn, sa id L u o y . " T o e have h e a r d i t , of 
course?" 

" " j ° T i n d " * * " 1 " t n « c u r a t e answered , 
and I a m sure H o s k i n g g w o u l d be g l a d to 

make one of the l i s t eners ." 
" T h i s house a n d th i s e s t a t e , " T o r f r e y 

began, "owe t h e i r o r i g i n not to the T o r -
freys, but to a f a m i l y w h i c h has now been 
dissipated over the face of the e a r t h . I 
think i t was i n the s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
that one Gomez—of a refugee f a m i l y of 
Spaniards—sett led i n t h i s p a r t of E n g l a n d 
»nd began to bu i ld u p a new l ine . A t first 
t'ley had l i t t l e w e a l t h , b u t i n the course 
« generations a g r e a t fortune descended to 
them from the o ld s tock i n A r a g o n . T h e y 
were owners of mines , I bel ieve; a t anv 
rate, -when fortune d id commence to accrue 

•to them i t aeoumulated very i fas t . A s t i m e 
passed, they h a d become " a l m o s t ' E n g l i s h , 

, marrying a n d i n t e r m a r r y i n g a m o n g o u r . 
P«*la. I t . wan a G a s p a r Gomez , w h o , a t the 
end of the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , added a grea t . 

-purchase to th i s e s ta te , a u d b u i l t . the . V i l l a : 
Zamora—hence ite fore ign-sounding name . 

T h i s Gaspar w a s a fiery fe l low—a S p a n i a r d 
more Spanish t h a n a n y of the l ine h a d been 
before s ince t h e i r se t t l ement i n D e v o n — a n d 
*aat is more , he m a r r i e d a S p a n i s h wife . 
« e was a reckless m a n , a n d he c a m e to 
Jffgerheads " w i t h m y g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r , 
Septimus T o r f r e y , who was a l a w y e r i n 
Exeter , and owned gome l a n d here w h i c h is 
l o w p a r t of the estate . M y own opinion o f 
that grea t -grandfa ther of m i n e i s no t v e r y 
exal ted ." 

" B i t of a 6 h a r k , p e r h a p s ? " s a i d M r . R a d ­
ford. 

" Y o u s h a l l see. H e managed to ge t 
Gasper G o m e z involved i n a l a w s u i t w h i c h 
jj r a6*6* ed on for y e a r s , a n d e v e n t u a l l y r u i n e d 
• i m . H e bought the estate over h i s h e a d , 
and never a l lowed a n o p p o r t u n i t y for 
humil iat ing h i m to pass . T h e feud grew 
more b i t ter . C o l l e c t i n g the r e m n a n t s of h i s 
fortune, G o m e z went to the other s i d e of 
the r i v e r t o l i ve i n the cot tage t h a t stood on 
•he s i te of the v e r y place y o u now occupy , 
* r - R a d f o r d . S e p t i m u s T o r f r e y , t h e n a 
widower, came to res ide here . G o m e z d i e d 
swearing t h a t T o r f r e y h a d swindled h i m out 
°f his property , a n d p a s s i n g on a s a l egacy 
to his son the t a s k of w r e a k i n g vengeance 
*Pon the u s u r p e r . 

" T h e n , " T o r f r e y cont inued , " a c u r i o u s 
thing happened. M y g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r be­
came obsessed by a n insane pass ion for the 
widow of his former enemy. She was a 
Spanish sefiora of n e a r l y fifty, b u t r e t a i n e d 
her beauty longer t h a n , I a m to ld , these 
d i s k y graces u s u a l l y do . She h a d imbibed 
*»1 her husband' s h a t r e d for t h e house a n d 
the name of T o r f r e y . She s p u r n e d h i s s u i t , 
and devoted h e r r e m a i n i n g y e a r s to i n ­
spir ing the s a m e h a t r e d i n t h e breas t of her 
j?" 1 - B u t h e r d i s l i k e a n d scorn m a d e no 
•hfference to T o r f r e y ' • pass ion—he w a s m a d 
with i t . M i s f o r t u n e af ter mis for tune f e l l 
apon the house of G o m e z . S o m e t h i n g w e n t 
wrong w i t h the m i n e s , t h e i r income ceased 
altogether, a n d they were reduced to ex­
treme poverty. T h e l i t t l e estate across the 
«ver was so ld . T o r f r e y offered to b u y i t 
*ad m a k e h e r a present o f i t ; b u t she w o u l d 
not hear of consent ing . H e d i d not b u y t h e 
••tate, b u t when t h e i r effects were d i s ­

persed, he bouf-ht a l o t of t h i n g s , i n c l u d i n g 
a p i r t r a i t cf the sefiora " 

" T h e r e i t h a n g s upon y o u r w a l l , I per­
ceive," s a i d R a d f o r d . 

T h e y a l l t u r n e d to look where he po in ted . 
" Y e s , t h a t ' s i t . D i d y o u g u e s s ? " 
" O h , the resemblance to the s tatue i n the 

chape l is so complete ," repl ied R a d f o r d . 
" W e l l , " T o r f r e y re sumed , " t h e w i d o w 

died c u r s i n g T o r f r e y , a n d t r a n s m i t t i n g the 
curse to her son for execut ion. T h e boy was 
t a k e n a w a y by some re la t ive s i n S p a i n , a n d 
the d i r e c t " l i n e d ied out from t h i s ne igh­
bourhood. I believe there w a s a b r a n c h 
founded by a cadet of the f a m i l y i n a n o t h e r 
p a r t of the c o u n t r y , but I have lost t r a c e of 
t h a t . T h e cur ious p a r t of i t a g a i n i s t h a t 
t h e d e a t h of S e n o r a G o m e z d i d not affect 
the passion of m y g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r . H e 
s t i l l worshipped her. H e had bought a t t h e 
sale a locket c o n t a i n i n g a t ress of her h a i r 
a n d a m i n i a t u r e . I t had belonged to her 
h u s b a n d , a n d appears to have been inc luded 
acc identa l ly a m o n g the j ewe l l ery so ld . I t 
w a s tha t t ress of h a i r w h i c h he held i n h i s 
dead h a n d , and w h i c h now l i es w i t h h i m i n 
h i s coffin. T h e locket w i t h the m i n i a t u r e 
w a s buried w i t h h i m . ' ' 

" A s t r a n g e o ld f e t i s h w o r s h i p p e r ! " s a i d 
M r . R a d f o r o . 

" Y e s , " T o r f r e y r e p l i e d , " a s m a d on t h i s 
point as m a d could be. T h a t , " he con­
c l u d e d , " i s the s t o r y of the S h r i n e in the 
W o o d . T h e T o r f r c y s Have a l w a y s been 
w a r n e d of the curse w h i c h r e s t s upon t h e m ; 
but the \ - a r c not supers t i t ious , a n d so m a n y 
years have passed w i t h o u t a s ign to show 
whether the fami lv of G o m e z s t i l l ex i s t s 
t h a t I do not t h i n k w e need fear be ing .dis­
turbed by its ful f i lment ." . 

" I would not be too r a s h i f I were y o u , " 
s a i d M r . R a d f o r d . " T h e s e S p a n i s h f a m i l i e s 
have a hab i t of l i n g e r i n g on and suddenly 
r e a s s e r t i n g themselves . I k n o w someth ing 
of them, for I have t r a v e l l e d a good dea l 
in S p a i n , a n d in Mexico , too. Y o u never 
know when the shadow of a G o m e z m a y l ie 
across your doorL" 

" T h e y have l a i n perdu for a long t ime , a t 
a n y r a t e , " sa id T o r f r e y . 

" Y e s , a long t ime ," L u c y r e m a r k e d . " B y 
the w a y , w h a t would they say for ' p e r d u ' 
i n S p a n i s h , M r . R a d f o r d ? " 

" P e r d u — c o n c e a l e d , h i d d e n ? L e t me 6ee, 
w h v , tescondido, ' I f a n c y . W h y do. y o u 
ask ? " 

" O h , mere ly a w h i m to k n o w . I often 
t h i n k about t h e m . " 

L u c y was b u s y i n g herse l f w i t h the t e a 
t h i n g s , w h i c h by genera l request h a d been 
b r o u g h t into the l i b r a r y , when the a r r i v a l 
of the police-constable was notified to T o r ­
frey , who went out . P r e s e n t l y he r e t u r n e d 
to ask for the at tendance of Pudi f in a n d 
H o s k i n g s , a n d the four w e r e closeted for a 
l o n g t i m e i n consul tat ion w i t h P o l l y . M r . 
R a d f o r d h a d t a k e n his d e p a r t u r e before tho 
i n t e r v i e w was over , a s k i n g L u c y to apolo­
gise for h i m to h i s host . 

" A s t r a n g e business ," s a i d H o e k i n g s to 
the c u r a t e as they w a l k e d u p the h i l l 
together . 

" M o s t s t range . I don't know w h a t to 
m a k e of i t . T h e r e is t rouble i n the a i r . " 

" Y o u ' r e a s j u m p y as M r . R a d f o r d , " s a i d 
the doctor. 

" A h ! W h a t do y o u m a k e of the new­
comer? " 

" A venerable- looking o ld c h a p — a wonder­
fu l const i tut ion . D i d y o u notice his s k i n 
a n d complex ion s " 

" Y e s . D i d y o u notice h i s e y e s ? " 
I " Y e s : s t r o n g a n d d a r k . " 

" A n y t h i n g else, H o s k i n g s ? * ' 
" N o t h i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y . " 
" N o t h i n g s i n i s t e r ? " 
" N o ; I d i d not w a t c h h i m closely.** 

C H A P T E R V . 

I N W H I C H H 0 S K I N 0 S M A K E S A P R O M I S E . 

T h e d i l igent a n d in te l l i gent police con­
stable who g u a r d e d the peace i n th i s l a r g e 
and scat tered p a r i s h found h i m s e l f posed by 
a myster ious case . H e 6ent for more d i l i ­
gence a n d inte l l igence from h e a d q u a r t e r s , 
but i t also fa i led. 

T o r f r e v was more upset t h a n he could ex-
p l a i u . I t seemed to h i m t h a t he d w e l t 
under a sense of i m p e n d i n g woe w i t h o u t 
h a v i n g any definite idea of w h a t he feared. 

I n the meant ime , L u c y w r o t e a letter to 
D i e g o . A good d e a l of i t was of a p r i v a t e 
a n d confidential n a t u r e , very i m p o r t a n t to 
D iego , no doubt , b u t of no consequence t o 
the c u r r e n t of the n a r r a t i v e . T h e essent ial 
p a r t of i t was t h i s : — 

" Y o u know S p a n i s h , D i e g o ? I k n o w a 
few words . ' S e n o r i t a ' is o n e : i t means 
' M i s s ' o r ' y o u n g l a d y . ' ' E s c o n d i d a , ' I 
f ind on i n q u i r y , means ' h idden . ' 
' V a m o s , ' I bel ieve, i s , in p l a i n E n g l i s h , 
' l e t us vamoose.' ' P l a y a '—does not t h a t 
m e a n sea-shore o r beach? B u t w h a t i s 
' Sabequien e s ' ? I a m c u r i o u s to k n o w . 
Y o u s h a l l teach me S p a n i s h . 

" W e are a l l in a t err ib le s tate of ex­
c i tement about the M y s t e r y of the W o o d s , 
w h i c h I h a v e a l ready descr ibed to you . A t 
present I cannot see v e r y m u c h f u r t h e r 
onto i t t h a n the po l i ceman. W h a t do y o u 
m a k e of i t ? W e are t h r i l l e d a t e v e r y 
t u r n . ' V i s i o n s is about, ' as the poet s a y s . 
W e d r e a m o f b r i g a n d s and b u r g l a r s a n d 
m i d n i g h t m a r a u d e r s , a n d l ife ie become 
a de l ir ious s h i l l i n g shocker. D o n ' t de lay 
a d a y longer t h a n y o u must , b u t come 
a n d take a h a n d i n the game ." 
Before she posted tha t let ter , L u c y r e ­

opened i t to a d d a pos t scr ipt :— 
" Y e t another sensat ion . M y le t ter w i l l 

resemble a late edit ion of the even ing 
paper . L a s t n i g h t , o ld S e l w c y ' s f a r m , 
house—you know the lovely Lane t h a t 
leads to i t , D iego—was b u r n t about h i s 
ears , a n d he j u s t got h i s f a m i l y out w i t h 
t h e i r l ives . I t has been decided t h a t t h i s 
was the work of incendiar ies , for when 
the fire was- d iscovered, not only the 
house, but every r i c k a n d o u t b u i l d i n g on 
the place also was a l i g h t . T h e r e ' s not a 
s t i c k left . 

" H e r e i s more m a t t e r for our po l i ceman 
a n d h i s a t t e n d a n t min ions t o b r e a k t h e i r 
heads on . Nobody s a w a n y t h i n g sus­
p ic ious ; there is no more c lue t h a n there 
was to the perpetrator of the w i c k e d 
assau l t on T o m G a n n e t t . M a r t i n i s d i s ­
t r a c t e d a n d desperate . A p lague h a s 
broken out a m o n g h i s catt le , a n d y o u 
k n o w how p r o u d he is of h i s S o u t h 
Devon s. 

" B y the w a y , when a S p a n i a r d w a n t s 
t o swear , does he say ' P o r Dios-* ? " 
L u c y wa i t ed w i t h a proper amount o f 

eagerness for the a n s w e r to her le t ter , a n d 
when she rece ived it she went out for a long 
r ide , and a very h a r d r ide . H e r brother i n ­
q u i r e d t h a t even ing when D i e g o m i g h t be 
expected. 

" H e has been c a l l e d back to L o n d o n , a n d 
h a s to put off t h i s v i s i t , " she s a i d , s h o r t l y . 

T o m G a n n e t t h a d recovered consciousness 
three days after h e was discovered i n t h e 
woods, but he h a d been t e r r i b l y i l l , a n d 
H o s k i n g s h a d forbidden h i m to be bothered 
w i t h quest ions of a n y sort u n t i l a f o r t n i g h t 
h a d passed. I t was two days l a t e r t h a n t h e 
fire a t Selwey's f a r m when he a n d P u d i f i n 
w e n t to see T o m , a n d found h i m w a k i n g 
f r o m a sound sleep, fee l ing s tronger , a n a 
deve loping cur ios i ty about h imse l f . 

" H o w long have I been h e r e ? " he asked . 
" J u s t a f o r t n i g h t , " s a i d H o s k i n g s . " I t 

}• . 

w a s a case of touch-and-go, b u t y o u 11 soon*' 
be as s t r o n g as a horse . Y o u fee l a l l r i g h t j 
now, don't y o u ? '* 

" R i g h t as r a i n , " sa id T o m , w i t h a w e a k 
E m i l e , a n d h i s v i s i t e r s both l a u g h e d . 

" H o w d i d I come here , M r . P u d i f i n ? " 
" Y o u ' r e not to w o r r y yourse l f about t h a t 

H o w . " 
' B u t I feel a l l r i g h t . W h a t ' s w r o n g w i t h 

me i s I can ' t recol lect w h a t h a p p e n e d . " 
"Can y o u remember the n i g h t when y e n 

•were t a l k i n g to T o l l y a t the gate on the 
edge of the copse ? " 

" A h ! " s a i d T o m . " N o w I ' v e got i t . 
W h y . yes. I w a n t e d to speak to M r . T o r ­
f r e y , a n d he was a w a y a t H a y l a n d s . I 
wa i t ed l i l l n e a r l y e leven o'clock, a n d he 
hadn ' t come back . I w a n t e d to te l l h i m I 
was go ing to W e s t p o r t next day to see m y 
brother , of course. A n d P o l l y wa lked a l o n g 
w i t h me to the gate. A n d we stood there 
t a l k i n g for a brave t ime—about one t h i n g 
a n d a n o t h e r . " 

" Y e s , T o m ; t i l l near ly midnight - P o l l y 
h a s to ld u s . " 

" T h e n P o l l y ' s a l l rieht—it w a s n ' t h e r ? " 
" W h a t was not P o l l y ? " 
" I t wasn ' t h e r they were m u r d e r i n g ? " 
" W h o were m u r d e r i n g ? " 
" I don't know. Somebody. I was a b i t 

of the way u p the h i l l when I h e a r d a 
e e u c c h . I * l i s tened for a few seconds. T h e n 
I h e a r d another screech. O f course , I 
hadn ' t got two thoughts i n m y m i n d b u t 
w h a t ' twas P o l l y , for I thought I recognised 
h e r voice. I t u r n e d and r a n down the h i l l , 
ano I h e a r d the screechine; a g a i n . I j u m p e d 
over the gate a n d into the woods, and r a n 
a long the path . I fanc ied I saw a l i g h t j u s t 
a l o n g there by t h a t leery p lace where o ld 
M r . T o r f r e y h a d h imse l f b u r i e d , a n d I was 
r u s h i n g on when I h e a r d a sort of a l a u g h . 
I t u r n e d round s h a r p a n d saw a m a n . ' W h a t 
the mischie f are you d o i n g ? ' saysi I . ' W h a t 
monkey t r i c k ' s t h i s ? W h o is i t ? ' A n d 
then I felt a c r a c k on the b a c k of the h e a d , 
and saw a l l the l i g h t n i u g s of the 6 k y — a n d 
t h a t was a l l . " 

i 'udif in a n d H o s k i n g s looked a t one a n ­
other . T h e s t o r y corroborated w h a t w a s 
a l ready k n o w n , b u t i t gave t h e m no new 
l i g h t . 

" D i d you not see o r h e a r a n y t h i n g o r 
anybody" before y o u h e a r d the k i n d of 
l a u g h ? " 

" N o , " s a i d T o m , " o n l y the sound of m y 
own feet hoofing i t a long the g r o u n d . " 

" A n y t h i n g pecu l iar about the l a u g h ? " 
" N o ; a low sort of l a u g h ; b u t any sound 

i s s t r a n g e in the woods at n i g h t , a n d I re ­
member t h a t I j u m p e d when I h e a r d , i t . I 
h a d no t i m e to t h i n k . B u t w h a t about 
P o l l y ; i t w a s n ' t her t h a t was s c r e e c h i n g ? " 

" Y e s , i t w a s , " s a i d P u d i f i n . S h e 
t h o u g h t she heard someone mov ing , a n d saw 
someone i n the bushes , a n d she was f r i g h ­
tened, a n d s c r e a m e d . " 

" S h e s a w and heard somebody? B u t 
they d i d n ' t touch h e r . T h a t was l u c k y , b u t 
i t was cur ious . I wonder . . . " 

" B u t I forbid y o u to wonder o r to t a l k 
about i t any more, now, T o m , " s a i d the 
doctor*. " Y o u ' r e not 6trong enough. Y o u 
c a n puzzle i t o u t when y o u get qu i te w e l l . 
P o l l y w i l l be g l a d to h e a r y o u aro so m u c h 
bet ter , and we' l l send her a long to 6ee y o u 
to-morrow." 

T o m G a n n e t t h a d to undergo the s a m e 
ordea l as P o l l y and everybody else a t tho 
hands of the police, b u t t h a t was as f a r as 
they got. T h e . affair r e m a i n e d myster ious , 
but i ts in teres t waned as t i m e passed on . 

T h e R e v . C h a r l e s P u d i f i n , who h a d w i s h e d 
h i s fr iend H o e k i n g s good-bye soon a f ter 
T o m ' s recovery , a n d rece ived the promise 
of another V i s i t when C h r i s t m a s h a d passed , 
was an observant person, a n d there were a 
good m a n y t h i n g s h a p p e n i n g t h a t he could 
not u n d e r s t a n d in t h a t corner of h i s p a r i s h 
where lay the V i l l a Z a m o r a . 

A l t h o u g h L u c y had chosen a lover e lsewhere, 
P i id i f in ' s affection—rarefied b y the konwledge 
t h a t , he could never possess h e r — w a s none 
the less cons tant , a n d there w a s n o t h i n g 
t h a t he would not have done to secure her 
happiness . A n d he not iced w i t h pa in t h a t 
L u c y was not h a p p y ; she was rest less , a n d 
more t h a n usua l ly flighty. F u r t h e r , D iego 
H o l m e s ' s business in L o n d o n s t i l l prevented 
h i m from coming W e s t . 

A n o t h e r feature of the l i fe in t h a t 
corner of h i s p a r i s h was the condit ion of 
h i s f r i end T o r f r e y . W h y the inc ident of 
T o m G a n n e t t a n d the s l i g h t mis for tunes 
w h i c h h a d o c c u r r e d on h i s estate shou ld 
w o r r y a m a n l i k e T o r f r e y as they d id w a s 
h a r d for Pudi f in to conceive; w h y he should 
a l low himse l f to settle down in a sort of 
melancholy gloom f r o m w h i c h no in teres t 
seemed s trong enough to s t i r h i m , was 
equal ly difficult to comprehend. 

I t was c l ear t h a t some occul t influence 
was a t work upon T o r f r e y — whether 
f r o m w i t h i n o r w i t h o u t — u n m a n n i n g h i m 
a n d p r e y i n g upon h i s m i n d . R a d f o r d , 
r e t u r n i n g from a br ie f y a c h t i n g t r i p , to ld 

{ the curate, t h a t he noticed the 6ame s y m p -
j torn?, and begged h i m to induce T o r f r c y to 
\ t a k e a voyage abroad if he could not be 

awakened in a n y o t h e r way . B u t T o r f r e y 
would not h e a r of i t . H e denied t h a t there 
was a n y t h i n g the m a t t e r w i t h h i m , a n d 
sa id t h a t now R a d f o r d was home a g a i n , and 
he h a d a congenia l ne ighbour , he would 
not t h i n k of l eav ing the place . H e d id 

i b r i g h t e n for a few weeks, made a confi-
! d a n t of his congenia l ne ighbour, and l i fe 
j resumed its n o r m a l course a t the V i l l a 

Z a m o r a for a l l b u t L u c y . 
Pudi f in watched her quie t ly w i t h a grow­

i n g apprehension and sorrow, as he s a w 
some of the l i g h t d i e out of her eyes. 
D iego did not a r r i v e for C h r i s t m a s ; L u c y 
was out r i d i n g a l l day , a n d d i d not share 
t h e Tor frey pew in c h u r c h w i t h her brother 
a n d M r . R a d f o r d , a fac t w h i c h was observed 
a n d commented upon by the whole v i l lage . 

T h o curate ha i l ed w i t h a lmost effusive joy 
t h e second v i s i t of h i s f r i end H o s k i n g s i n 
the New Y'ear to share his lodgings a t S t . 
M a u r i c e for a fortn ight . T h e y s a t late in to 
the first n i g h t , s m o k i n g a n d t a l k i n g . P u d i ­
fin wa i t ed a lmost anx ious ly for the t a l k 
to dr i f t into the channe l in w h i c h h i s own 
thoughts r a n . I t was soon there w h e n 
H o s k i n g s inqu ired a f t t r T o m , G a n n e t t . 

" T o m ' s a l l r i g h t now," s a i d he. 
" D i d they ever discover a n y t h i n g m o r e 

about tha t a f fa i r ," 6aid H o s k i n g s . 
" N o t a s ingle t h i n g , " repl ied P u d i f i n . 

h a s t e n i n g to unbosom himsel f . " I t was the 
s t r a n g e s t t h i n g I ever h e a r d of, a n d I c a n 
date from i t a lot c i sorrow. I don't t h i n k 
we've seen the l a s t of i t y e t . " 

" W h y , how's t h a t , C h a r l i e ? W h a t on 
ear th ' s the m a t t e r ? Y o u look as m e l a n 
cho ly as a M a l a h i d e tod about i t . " 

" O f course, D i c k , i t m u s t be difficult for 
y o u to see; b u t I assure y o u it 's true 
T h e r e ' s Mies T o r f r e y — y o u ' r e r a t h e r i n t e r ­
es ted i n h e r ? " 

" W e l l — I ga thered t h a t y o n were ; b u t 
i t ' s the same t h i n g . Y e s ; w h a t of h e r ? ' 

" S h e ' s no t the same e i r l , D i c k , s ince t h a t 
t ime. She's thoroughly u n h a p p y . H e r 
fine lover h a s not been near h e r for 
months . She's oppressed i n t h a t dreadfu l 
p lace by the m e l a n c h o l i a . that's se ized upon 
T o f f r e y . I c a n ' t te l l w h a t she sees or f ears ; 
I do not ask h e r , n a t u r a l l y , b u t I bel ieve i t 
i s w h a t I see and f e a r — t h a t some influence 
i s w o r k i n g upon T o r f r e y w h i c h w i l l r u i n 
h i m . m i n d a n d body, i f i t is no t crushed . 

" A n d a l l t h i s , " s a i d H o s k i n g s , " d a t e s 
f r o m a n assau l t upon a s e r v a n t ? M y d e a r 
C h a r l i e , i t ' s preposterous ." 

" Y e s — t h e whole th ing ' s as preposterous 
a s you please: b u t there are the facts . Y o u 
find me an exp lanat ion a n d y o u ' l l do me a 
g r e a t serv ice ." 

" Y'ou mus t h a v e some theory—the facts 
h a v e unfolded themse lves ' before y o u r eyes ." 

" I have a t h e o r y : it's 1 so far- fetched tha t 
I cannot dec lare i t even to y o u . B u t I w i l l 
say th i s m u c h : a l l the t roub le a t T o r f r e y ' s 
h a s come upon h i m since h i s f r i e n d R a d f o r d 
a r r i v e d in the ne ighbourhood." 

" I remember w h a t you s a i d of R a d f o r d 
the las t t ime I w a s here. B u t an a n t i p a t h y 
o f t h a t 6crt m a y often be t h e most u n r e a s o n -
Able t h i n g in the w o r l d . " 

" M i s s T o r f r e y has the d i s t inct ive a n t i p a t h y 
M we l l as myse l f . A s 1 s a i d j u s t now, I can-

a o t s a y w h a t she knows o r sees o r f e a r s ; 
b u t she d i s l i k e s R a d f o r d , she hates h i m , s h e 
sees w i t h a l a r m the influence he has over 
h e r b r o t h e r — a n d she is quite a lone a n d 
be lp less ." 

Pudif in got u p a n d paced the room. 
" I f I cou ld on ly d a r e to offer m y he lp to 

her " he added. * 
" D o you t h i n k she w a ^ t s i t ? " 
" C a n I offer i t a n d y t t a p p e a r to be dis­

in teres ted; i n fac t , i m I qui te d is ­
interested ? " 

" M y d e a r C h a r l i e , ekamine yourse l f in 
th i s J e s u i t i c a l m a n n e r u n d you're w e l l on 
the road to the l u u i t i c a s y l u m . G e t 
r i d of a l l these m o o n i h i n y not ions , a n d 
t a c k l e the s u b j e c t f a i r l y . I s h a l l go down 
to the V i l l a Z a m o r a to-morrow to renew 
acqua intancesh ip a l l r o u i d , and you m a y de­
fend on m e : I s h a l l off^r M i s s T o r f r e y a n y 
l c lp she want s , whether she l ike me or not 

for i t . " 
I n pursuance of th i s intent ion they went 

to the V i l l a Z a m o r a the fo l lowing day . T h e y 
found R a d f o r d there , and M i s s H a y l a n d 
came in w i t h L u c y soon after they h a d 
loined T o r f r e y a n d h i s new f r i end in the 
i b r a r y . R a d f o r d t a l k e d p leasant ly a n d 

j o v i a l l y , descr ib ing some of h i s adventures in 
the Med i t erranean d u r i n g h i s recent expedi­
t i o n , and u r g i n g upon l o r f r e y the h y g i e n i c 
advantages of the sea-breezes. T h e t a l k 
d r i f t e d th i s way a n d t h a t t i l l R a d f o r d s a i d 
at l a s t : 

" W h y , D r . H o s k i n g s , I saw your pat ient 
th i s m o r n i n g . H e seems; quite wel l now. B y 
the way , I have not met you s ince t h a t 
afternoon when we sat here l i s t e n i n g to 

n a r r a t i v e of the T o r f r e y ' s f a s c i n a t i n g 
foundat ion of h i s housei. A s t r a n g e and in-

suppose none of yoHr 
t u r n e d up yet , Miss 

teres t ing s tory, tha t . I 
hered i tary enemies h a v e 
T o r f r e y ? 

" I f they have ." s a i d L u c y , l o o k i n g u p 
f r o m the low c h a i r where she s a t l ook ing 
o u t on to the l a w n , "i they have been wel l 
d i s g u i s e d . " 

' A c r y p t i c ut terance , m y dear young 
l a d y , " responded the e l d gent leman. " H u t 
don't make too s u r e : you remember 
w h a t I s a i d about th< inconvenient k n a c k 
o f these S p a n i s h fami l ies of r i s i n g out of 
the i r ashes? H o w e v e r , there's no c lue to 
the person who gave Ik [aster T o m s u c h an 
ugly c r a c k , I presume, T o r f r e y ? " 

' None whatever—yet, " sa id T o r f r e y , and 
was then s i lent , e v i d e i t l y d e s i r i n g not to 
dwel l on the subjec t . H e became morose, 
indeed, from the m o m e i t i t was mentioned. 

" A h , t h e n , " sa id M r . R a d f o r d , " w e must 
wa i t . H a v e you hcarc f r o m L o n d o n ? " 

" E h ? answered T o r f r e y , as one d i s t u r b e d 
i n a d r e a m . " O h , j o u mean about the 
detective—yes, I h e a r d th i s m o r n i n g ; the 
m a n is coming down to-morrow." 

sa id the c u r a t e , inqu ir -" Detec t ive? 
ingly-

" O h , y o u d i d n ' t krjow, C h a r l i e , that I 
took M r . R a d f o r d ' s advice , a n d sen t to 
L o n d o n for a p r i v a t e detect ive to look into 
these th ings . M y cat t le are s t i l l suffering 
myster ious ly . I belieye they are be ing 
poisoned." 

I'udif in looked at H o s k i n g s , a n d saw 
t h a t he was r e g a r d i n g T o r f r e y , intent ly , 

Y'es," sa id M r . R a d f o r d . 
l i t t le th ings seemed to 
so badly, tha t I s i ggested the p r i v a t e 
detective. T h e police nre a l l very wel l , but 
n a mat ter of t h i s i iort—if there is any­

t h i n g in i t—you w a n t r e a l expert a d v i c e . " 
" I ' m very g l a d , " s a i d P u d i f i n . " I t ' 6 the 

r i g h t t h i n g to do, i f on ly to set Tor frey a t 
h i s ease ." 

T h e y a l l seemed to be look ing a t T o r f r c y 
as a sor t of pat ient who required coddl ing 
a n d he took the t rea tment without a pro­
test . L u c y , the doctor not iced, was abso­
lute ly s i l ent in the general t a l k , a n d only 
spoke to M e g H a y l a n d 

Y'ou're r i g h t , P u d i f i n , " s a i d M r . R a d ­
ford. " I t ' s no good 
I ' m only sorry t h a t I 

to let th ings drift -
s h a n ' t be here to see 

the so lv ing of the myptery ." 
" A r e y o u go ing aw 

Y ' c s— I came to s a t a u rcvo i r th i s after­
noon. I ' m off to the 
e v e n i n g : the C a s t i l i a n 

T h e two fr iends r e m a i n e d t i l l RadiTord 
h a d gone, a n d then 
bye. A s they left t l iE r o o m , Pudi f in re­
ceived a s i g n a l from L u c y w h i c h made h i s 
h e a r t leap. I t was the first s i g n she h a d I 
g iven h i m . H e could h A r d l v c o n t a i n h j « • 

about , 
m a n . L e t ' s t a k e a 
edge of the g a r d e n . " 

Of i t , U o s k i n g s ? " 
know. I mus t see 

induced to send for 
M r . R a d f o r d . " 

exc i tement when he v t 3 8 outs ide the house 
w i t h H o s k i n g s . 

" S h e want s to speal: to us , D i c k y " sa id 
he. " W e m u s t w a i t 

" B y a l l means , old 
t u r n or two a long the 

" W h a t do you make 
" R a d f o r d ? I don't 

more . T h e r e ' s no th ing a p p a r e n t ' 

" Y ' o u are b l i n d ! I see a r a y of l i g h t . " 
" W h e r e ? " 
" T h e detect ive i s cOmiug to -morrow." 
" Y e s . " 
" T o r f r e y h a s been 

h i m bv the advice of 
" Y e s . " 
" T h a t shows a d i s i n t e r e s t e d fr iendship on 

the p a r t of M r . Radford. '" 
" Y e s ; a p p a r e n t l y s o " 
" M r . R a d f o r d is lejaving to-night—before 

the detective a r r i v e s . " 
"Y'es—but sure ly—— 
" H e is go ing i n h i s 

whole e s tab l i shment w 
" P r o b a b l y . " 
" T h e detective w i l l 

to work upon t h a n we 
" I don't quite see 

W e are not detectives. 
" M y d e a r D i c k , the whole t h i n g is 

b l i n d . " 
H o s k i n g s shrugged 

A l l these 
be w o r r y i n g T o r f r e y 

now a n d t h e n . 

y ? " asked Pudi f in . 

M e d i t e r r a n e a n th i s 
w i l l 6ail a t e i g h t . " 

wished T o r f r e y good-

" l ' h e r e i s , frit I t i s s u c h a s t r a n g e a n d 
g r e a t t i l i n g t h a t t do not c a r e to ask i t . " 

" A s k i t , M i s s T o r f r e y , " c r i e d Pudi f in w i t h 
h i s face pa le a n d d r a w n . L u c y smi led a t 
h i m . 

" I would e.sk y o u . M r . P u d i f i n , i f i t were 
possible t h a t y o u cou ld do i t . B u t I t h i n k 
i t is not. O n the o t h e r h a n d , i f D r . H o s ­
k i n g s is sufficiently i n t e r e s t e d - " 

" Y o u m a y c o m m a n d me abso lute ly , M i s s 
T o r f r e y , " s a i d H o s k i n g s . 

" T h a t i s a r a s h promise ," s a i d L u c y . 
" T a k e care w h a t y o u s a y . " 

" I don't t h i n k you can a s k m e a n y t h i n g 
t h a t I wouldn' t don—if on ly to save P u d i n n ' s 
san i ty " he added l a u g h i n g . 

" I t i s d a n g e r o u s , b u t of course men l i k e 
danger . I t w i l l r e q u i r e a sacrif ice o f t i m e . " 

" I enn promise y o u the t i m e . M y locum 
tenens is a s good for a m o n t h a s for a fort­
n ight . W h a t is i t , M i s s T o r f r e y ? " 

" T h i n k w e l l before y o u a n s r r e r , " s a i d 
L u c y . " I w a n t y o u to enter the l ions ' den . 
I w a n t somebody to be -on board the C a s ­
t i l i a n to-n ight e i ther h idden , or in d i sguise , 
a n d to worm out her* secret a n d the secret 
of R a d f o r d ' s ident i ty , h i s l i fe , and h i s p u r ­
pose—to go the voyage w i t h h i m , a n d t a k e 
every r i s k for the s a k e o f the i n f o r m a t i o n 
w i t h w h i c h I hope to be ab le to c r u s h w h a t 
I believe to be a noxious r e p t i l e ! " 

She h a d r i sen from her c h a i r a n d stood 
fac ing them, flushing a l i t t l e . 

H o s k i n g s and Pudi f in s tood s t a r i n g a t h e r 
far 6ome seconds in g a p i n g as ton i shment . 
T i i e doctor was first to recover speech . H e 
s a i d : 

" Y ' o u can ' t ask me a n y t h i n g t h a t I won ' t 
do, M i s s T o r f r e y , " a n d he ld out h i s h a n d to 
her . She took i t , s a y i n g s i m p l y : 

" T h a n k you. I t r u s t w i t h a l l m y h e a r t 
y o u won't find t h a t w h i c h w r e c k s m y l i fe 
whi le i t saves h i s . " 

( T o be C o n t i n u e d . ) 

THINGS THOUGHTFUL 

O U R M O T H E R S . 
T h e one w h o loves you most , the one wh« 

i s the most l ov ing , is the one who is the 
easiest to please. A n d tha t is the reason 
c h i l d r e n c a n please t h e i r mothers w h e n t h e j 
cannot please anybody e l s e ; the m o t h e r sec» 
s o m e t h i n g tha t nobody else c a n see. I t if 
never difficult to please y o u r m o t h e r , she 
loves vou s o . — M a r g a r e t B c t t o r a c . 

y a c h t , and t a k i n g h i s 
t h h i m . " 

have no more g r o u n d 
have ." 
w h a t t h a t signifies. 

his shoulders scepti­
c a l l y , and they paced! the grounds w a i t i n g 
for Miss T o r f r e y . I t i was P o l l y who came 
to them, a n d s a i d Miss T o r f r e y woulei lie 
g lad to see t h e m i n her sitt ing-rexim, and 
she took them by a devious way t h r o u g h 
t h e back of the house. T h e first moments 
of the meet ing were ^ w k w a r d . T h e n Hos ­
k i n g s took the bu l l byj -the horns . H e s a i d : 

" Y o u ' l l excuse me ii'f I a m bluff, Mi6s 
T o r f r e y , b u t i t 's no Use to beat about the 
b u s h . T h e r e is something wrong. W e ' r e 
here—we came down ftc-day on' purpose—to 
know whether y o u w i l l te l l , u i ' ' ^ h a t it i s , 
a n d to offer you our help i i i Jroy' prac t i cab le 
w a y . " | , 8 b ' c 

" I ' m g lad you've s p i k e n 'to the point , M r . 
H o e k i n g s , " sa id L u c y . " I f - w ^ s in order to 
t r y to en l i s t y o u r help t h a t I wanted to see 
y o u now. T h e r e is somethjng wrong—very 
w r o n g indeed. T h e u i h a p p y . i a c t is tha t I 
don't know w h a t is wifong, except t h a t I see 
b y brother s u n k i n a [condition w h i c h gives 
me f r i g h t f u l p a i n , a n d t h a t there are other 
th ings , which I cannot name to you , t h a t 
h a v e upset me dreadfu l ly . H o w e v e r , the 
case of m y brother is the p r i n c i p a l t h i n g . I 
a m not a log ica l person; I ' m not very deep 
a n y w a y ; but I ean see t h i n g s , and w h a t is 
p l a i n to m y woman's eye is t h a t a l l th i s 
v a g u e mis fortune a n q th i s depression in 
h i m i s coincident w i t h M r . R a d f o r d ' s a r r i v a l 

.here . I m i s t r u s t M r . R a d f o r d ; I fear he is 
no f r i end to us ." 

" W h a t d i d I te l l y o u , D i c k ? " s a i d P u d i ­
fin. 

" M i s s T o r f r e y , " H d s k i n g s answered, " m y 
fr iend Pud i f in h a s been r u b b i n g i t into me 
t h a t i n some way R a d f o r d i s a mys ter ious 
o ld m a n of the sea wllose influence is wreck­
i n g the happiness ofl yourse l f a n d your 
brother . C a n d i d l y , J can see n o t h i n g i n 
h i m but a very o r d i n a r y , on ly a r a t h e r inte­
r e s t i n g , o ld gent leman! I a d m i t t h a t I may 
be quite w r o n g ; I a m open to convict ion . 
C a n you s a y a n y t h i n g s u b s t a n t i a l aga ins t 
h i m ? " 

" F r a n k l y — n o . O r I v ery l i t t l e . O n e o r 
two t h i n g s have happened to arouse m y sus­
p ic ion . H e has a g a n g of foreigners on his 
y a c h t ; they w a t c h me about. W h o he is 
and w h a t , nobody knojws, a n d he never s a y s . 
B u t t r u s t m y ins t inc t—he is dangerous , 
w i c k e d . I c a n see i t 
i t i n h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y influence over m y 
bro ther ." 

" W h a t c a n we do? 
jrhich we c a n he lp yon? 

i n h i s eves ; I can see 

I s there a n y w a y i e 

R U S S I A S G R E A T A R M Y . 

W h e n , in 1901-5, the R u s s i a n a r m i e s were 
so d i s a s t r o u s l y defeated b y J a p a n , i t w a s 
f r e e l y asser ted t h a t she w o u l d not recover 
from t h e blow for h a l f a c e n t u r y , a n d 
m i g h t , i n d e e d , become a second-rate P o w e r . 
T h e ave rage p e r s o n , however , has l i t t l e idea 
of t h e tremendous m i l i t a r y resources of the 
C z a r ' s d o m i n i o n s , a n d , so f a r from b e i n g 
c r i p p l e d , i t is e s t imated t h a t w i t h a revenue 
of a t least. £:>00,000,000 a y e a r , a w a r 
reserve of about .£165,000,000, a n d w i t h h e r 
tremendous a r m y of 8,000,000, m e n , w h i c h 
she has t h o r o u g h l y recorgan i sed a n d equip­
ped since 1905, R u s s i a , i n the present con­
fl ict , is wel l able to c a r r y on h e r p a r t for at 
least two or three y e a r s eas i ly . R u s s i a ' s 
a r m y to-day, in fac t , i s f a r s t r o n g e r a n d 
more efficient t h a n i t h a s ever been in the 
h i s t o r v o f the E m p i r e . I f necessary i t can 
p u t 12.000,000 men into the field, i n c l u d i n g 
w h a t is known as the Opolcken ie ( T e r r i ­
t o r i a l s ) , i n w h i c h - a l l men 6erve u n t i l the 
complet ion of t h e i r f o r t y - t h i r d y e a r . T h i s 
v a s t a r m y c f men i s d r a w n f r o m mi l ions of 
square mi les of t e r r i t o r y , a n d both in 
r e g a r d t o t r a i n i n g a n d phys ique they com­
pare v e r y f avourab ly w i t h t b e beet troops 
in tho w o r l d . T h e s t a n d a r d i n R u s s i a a s 
r e g a r d s h e i g h f is very low when compared 
w i t h our own. I t begins a t 5ft. for i n ­
f a n t r y a n d 5ft. 3 i u . for c a v a l r y . A s the 
m a j o r i t y of the peasants a r e p r a c t i c a l l y 
v e g e t a r i a n s , i t is not a n expensive business 
to feed the R u s s i a n a r m y . T h e soldier's 
diet m o s t l y consists of cabbage soup, por­
ridge, potatoes, beans, peas , good wholesome 
r y e bread , m a c a r o n i , g a r l i c , fish, a n d 
var ious daint ies cooked in sunflower seed 
o i l , savs the a u t h o r of " T h e T t u s s i a n A r m y 
F r o m "With in ." T h e pay of officers usua l ly 
averages from £1 to .£10 a m o n t h , accord­
i n g t o the t t . - .nding of the reg iment . T h e 
s a l a r y of a general i s not e x t r a v a g a n t and 
var ies i r o m J6300 to JE500 a y e a r . M u c h 
h a s been w r i t t e n about the redoubtable 
Cossacks , and undoubtedly these a r e the 
most noted soldiers in the R u s s i a n a r m y . 
M a n y of these ore freeholders a n d s m a l l 
f a r m e r s , who supply t h e i r o w n horse , uni ­
f o r m , and accoutrements . T h e y h a v e m u c h 
greater pol i t i ca l a n d c i v i l freeaom t h a n the 
o r d i n a r y R u s s i a n c i t i z e n . . T h e C o s s a c k is 
genera l ly taken to be a mounted soldier, but 
there are reg iments w h i c h also consist of 
i n f a n t r y a n d a r t i l i e r y . G e n e r a l l y a t tached 
to bodies of i n f a n t r y , t h e y are used for 
scout ing , f o r a g i n g , keep ing u p l ines of com­
munica t ions , and p r o t e c t i n g the flanks of an 
a r m v from - middeln a t t a c k . 

R O O M F O R H A P P I N E S S . 

T h e r e is room for happiness to tbope whe 
have courage to bel ieve t h a t G e d i s leading 
t h e m , a n d that the t h i n g s w h i c h a r e happen­
i n g to t h e m , even though they are v i s i ta ­
t ions a n d j u d g m e n t s , a r e , i n fac t , Mess ings . 
S u c h persons m a y bel ieve t h a t " G o d » 
d e a l i n g w i t h us a s w i t h eon ." B u t how 
a n d in w h a t w a y * S u r e l y in th i s w a y , t h a i 
the s e c u r i t y of our c i v i l i s a t i o n h a d led w tr 
r e g a r d phys ica l p a i n a n d d i s t res s as almost 
the greatest of ev i l s , a n d ease a n d comfort 
as the greatest of bless ings . W e were s ink­
i n g into m a t e r i a l i s m , w h i c h i s the most 
d e a d l y form of a t h e i s m . — T h e B i s h o p of 
M a n c h e s t e r . 

T H E W O R L D ' S M U S I C . 
K i n d \vord6 a r e the m u s i c of the w o r l d . 

T h c v have a power w h i c h seems to be 
beyo ; :d n a t u r a l causes , as i f they were some 
angel ' s .- n g w h i c h h a d lost i ts w a y and 
come on e a r t h . I t seems as if they could 
i l m o s t do what in r e a l i t y G o d alone c a n do 
to softeo the h a r d a n d a n g r y h e a r t s of m e n . 
— F a b e r . 

H A V E F A I T H . 
C a n peach renew lost b loom, 
O r violet lost per fume? 
O r su l l ied snow t u r n whi t e 
A s overn ight? 
M a n cannot compass i t , but never f e a r ; 

T h e Leper N a a m a a 
Shows w h a t G o d w iH a n d c a n ; 

•God wao worked there i s w o r k i n g htn. 
W h e r e f o r e let s h a m e , not g l o o m bet inge t h f 

b l o w , 
G o i who worked then i s w o r k i n g now. 

— C h r i s t i n a R o s s e t t L 

T E N D I N G W O U N D E D H O R S E S . 

T h e v e t e r i n a r y surgeon a t the f ront needs 
to be a brave so ld ier , for he has to " r o u n d 
u p " panic - s tr i cken horses w h i l s t she l l s are 
w h i s t l i n g over b i s head. U n l e s s a horse i s 
too badly mut i la t ed t o s t a n d , i t genera l ly 
rushes b l ind ly about the battlefield, m a d ­
dened by the "nain of i ts wound. I t is these 
a n i m a l s w h i c h t h e "vets ." have to c a p t u r e 
a n d place in special horse-ambnlanecs . A 
•o ldier-at tendant genera l ly s i ts on the heael 
of the a n i m a l to keep i t tranetui l . H o r s e ­
boxes are amongst the A r m y field equip­
ment , but they have proved toq lumborsome 
to move about w i t h a n y speed. Motor-
s m b u i a n c e s , i n w h i c h the horse is l a id flat, 
a r c genera l ly useei for convey ing the suffer­
i n g ani;r,a!c, to tho r e a r . T h e v e t e r i n a r y 
surgeon has amongst h i s equipment a be l l -
shaped gun , w h i c h fires a bul le t into the 
b r a i n of an a n i m a l whose sufferings are too 
acute to a l low it to l ive . T h e m i l i t a r y " v e t . " 
h a s to be somewhat of a s trateg i s t , for i n 
c a v a l r y charges and s i m i l a r m i l i t a r y move­
ments the enemy's ' horses are es|>ecially 
l i ab le to r u s h w i l d l y a l l over the field of 
bat t l e when t h e i r r iders f a l l . A t s u c h t imes 
the ve ter inary corps capture a l l the a n i m a l s 
they c a n , for horses are very va luab le a t the 
moment . F o r seme years there h a s been a 
shortage of • horses for the A r m y , a s ta te of 
affaiiri l arge ly due to the f a c t t h a t over 
300.000 horses were lo«t in the S o u t h A f r i c a n 
W a r , and al-o because breed ing h a s lessened 
so cons iderably s ince the general in troduc­
tion of m e c h a n i c a l traffic on to the s treets . 

A B O U T C O L D S T E E L " 

T h e ch ie f weapon in c o l d steel is t h e 
bayonet , severa l types of w h i c h are i n the 
field. O u r own i s l i k e a dagger , w i t h a 
blade l i ' i n . l ong sharpened on both edges 
a n d ground to a point . S l i g h t l y different i s 
t h e F r e n c h bayonet . L o n g e r , a n d more p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y intended for t h r u s t i n g , i t i s be­
loved b y the l i t t l ? piou-piou, who affection­
a te ly c a l l s it " R o s e t t e " — f r o m i t s co lour 
a f ter use—and is h i s most t r u s t e d c o m ­
panion . T h e R u s s i a n also differs from the 
B r i t i s h bayonet . I t is t r i a n g u l a r , w i t h no 
c u t t i n g edge, a n d is so le ly for t h r u s t i n g . 
T h i s detracts somewhat f rom i t s u t i l i t y , be­
cause at close quar ters a n enemy c a n seize 
i t wi thout i n j u r y . O n two occasions in M a n ­
c h u r i a a J a p a n e s e officer c a u g h t hold of a 
R u s s i a n bayonet w i t h h i s left h a n d a n d r a n 
h i s sword t h r o u g h the man behind i t . Next 
i n importance to the bayonet is the c a v a l r y 
6word. I n our A r m y t h i s weapon is in tended 
chief ly for c u t t i n g , a n d i s , therefore , not 
absolute ly s t r a i g h t , whereas the sword of 
the F r e n c h G o v e r n m e n t i s s u i t a b l e for 
t h r u s t i n g only . B u t u s u a l l y m i l i t a r y sworde 
are so constructeel as to be e q u a l l y adapted 
for c u t t i n g or t h r u s t i n g 

G L A D N E S S A F T E R P A I N . 
W e are w i tnes s ing no i r remed iab le 

t ragedy . H a p p i e r d a y s arc- yet to come. 
W r o n g * have indeed been done w h i c h no­
t h i n g c a a r i g h t ; sufferings endured w h i c h 
n o t h i n g c a n r e p a y . Y e t the t i m e w i l l sure ly 
come, a n d come soon, when B e l g i u m ' s 
wounds w i l l h e a l , when , m o r a l l y and mate­
r i a l l y greater t h a n before, she w i l l pursue 
in peace h e r h i g h des t iny , s t r o n g i n the 
memories of a n hero ic pas t , and i n the 
affectionate esteem of a l l who love liberty-
a n d a d m i r e v a l o u r . — T h e I U . • H o n . A . J , 
B a l f o u r , M . P . ( K i n g A l b e r t ' s B o o k ) . 

T H E H A B I T O F V I R T U E . 

' No good custom i s w o r t h m u c h t i l l i t h a s 
become incorporated . I t i s ple-asing as a n 
idea l . I t i6 i n s p i r i n g as a n occas ional effort 
i n our l ives . B u t i t a c t u a l l y counts when i t 
becomes a habit i n o u r l ives . B e g i n n e r s i n 
the a r t of r u n n i n g a motor-car are l i k e l y 
to be i m p a t i e n t w i t h the r u l e s of the r o a d . 
W h y cross only on the left s ide of tbe centre 
of a s q u a r e , i f there are no o ther vehic les i n 
the s q u i r e ? W h y a l w a y s t a k e the left s ide 
of a c u r v e , i f the r i g h t s ide is shorter a n d 
no other vehicles a r c in s i g h t ? T h e a n s w e r 
is tha t to follow s t r i c t l y a n d i n v a r i a b l y t h e 
l a w of the r o a d i m p l a n t s tha t l a w in our 
very n a t u r e s , m a k e s i t a h a b i t , so tha t when 
the emergency ar i se s a n d we have no t i m e 
to t h i n k we "shall nevertheless do the_ r i g h t 
t h i n g a n d thus avo id a d i sas ter . I t is p r e ­
c ise ly tbe s a m e i n the m o r a l and s p i r i t u a l 
r e a l m s . No occas ional v i r t u e i s of m u c h 
va lue . V i r t u e is chiefly useful wheu i t h a s 
become a n i n s t i n c t . , 

S E L F - C O M M A N D . 

Se l f - command, w h i c h ins i s t s # o n a man's 
a v e r t i n g h i s t h o u g h t s from a g loomy out­
w a r d present to gaze on G o d ' s l o v i n g pur­
pose and u n a l t e r a b l e v e r a c i t y , is no s m a l l 

£a r t of p r a c t i c a l r e l i g i o n . — D r . A l e s . Mae» 
iren . 

T H E H E R I T A G E . 

N o matter w h a t my b i r t h m a y be, 
No m a t t e r where my lot i s c a s t , 

I a m the h e i r i n equi ty 
O f a l l the prec ious P a s t . 

T h o a r t , the science, a n d the lore 
O f a l l the ages long since d u s t . 

T h e wisdom of the wor ld i n s tore . 
A r e mine , a l l m i n e i n t r u s t . 

T h e beauty of the l i v i n g e a r t h . 
T h e power of the golden s u n , 

T h e P r e s e n t , whatso 'er m y b i r t h , 
I share w i t h e v e r y one. 

A s m u c h as a n y m a n a m I 
T i i e o w n e r of the w o r k i n g d a y ; 

M i n e a r e the m i n u t e s as they fly 
T o save or t h r o w a w a y . 

A n d m i n e the F u t u r e to bequeath 
U n t o the generat ions n e w ; 

I he lp to shape i t w i t h my b r e a t h , 
Mine as I t h i n k to do. 

Present and P a s t m y her i tage . 
T h e fu ture l a i d i n my control 

N o m a t t e r what m y name or age , 
I a m a Master-«oul! 

— A b b i e F a r w e l l B r o w n . 

I N S T I N C T . 
T h e r e are two k i n d s of i n s t i n c t — p r i m i t i v e 

a n d acqu ired . T h e first makes) y o u w i n k 
y o u r eye-s when some objee't flashes too close 
to them -, the second makes y o u r i se to your 
feet when a n aged o r d i s t i n g u i s h e d person 
enters your presence. B o t h acts are wit!: t 
conscious vo l i t ion , but the first dates b: C 
to the beg inn ing of the race , a n d is conitw '. 
to a l l m a n k i n d , wh i l e the second belongs o 
tho educat ion and s u r r o u n d i n g s of y o u r own 
persona l past . O u r a c q u i r e d ins t inc t s hold 
our h is tory and t e l l of the route we have 
t rave l l ed . O n e need not be g r e a t l y con­
cerned about " l i v i n g l i k e a C h r i s t i a n " if 
he has r e a l l y become a C h r i s t i a n ; despite 
mis takes .-.nd imperfect ions , no o t h e r k i n d of 
l i fe w i l l be possible. 

A L A S T I N G J O Y . 
A n asp ira t ion is a joy for ever , a posses­

sion as sol id as a landed estate , a fortune 
w h i c h we cart never exhaus t , a n d w h i c h 
give.: us y e a r by y e a r a revenue of p leasur­
able a c t i v i t y . T o have m a n y of these is to 
be s p i r i t u a l l y r i c h . — R . L . Stevenson. 

A t the funera l of G u n n e r T h o m a s R o u r k e , 
of the T i g e r , a t M a n c h e s t e r , the L o r d 
M a v o r was present . S ix wreaths were sent 
b y A d m i r a l B e a t t y , officers of the T i g e r , a n d 
the ship's c o m p a n y . 

D r i v i n g a G e r m a n - o w n e d c a r , w h i c h h a d 
been se ized b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t a n d not 
reg i s t ered , a genera l ' s aide-de-camp w a s 
stopped by the police, a n d w a s fined a t 
B o t t i s h a m , C a m b r i d g e s h i r e , for not h a v i n g 
a d r i v e r ' s l icence. 

T H E F U T U R E O F A M E R I C A . 
T h e A m e r i c a n people are now on the 

threshold of a great progress ive e r a ; they 
feel themselves w i t h i n s i g h t of tho r e a l i s a ­
t ion of many of t h e i r ideals . T h e y h a v e 
been hampered badly by the t r u s t s a n d the 
"bosses ," a n d the c o r r u p t police, but t h e y 
are n o w p r o v i n g tha t these obstacles a r e 
mere ly t e m p o r a r y anomal ies , caused b y the 
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y sudden g r o w t h of p o p u l a ­
t ion a n d prosper i ty . A few y e a r s ago i t 
cou ld w i t h t r u t h be sa id that m a t e r i a l con­
d i t ions were worse in the U n i t e d S t a t e s 
t h a n in the O l d W o r l d . B u t i t has been 
c l ear a l l the t ime tha t the c o r r u p t i o n exis­
tent i n the country was t r u l y fore ign to tbe 
country ' s temper . 

" T h e common c i t i z e n is becoming the 
watch-dog of the pol ice-service. T a m m a n y 
h a s fa l l en . W o m e n are g e t t i n g the suffrage, 
s ta te by state . T h e na t ion i s u n a n i m o u s i n 
i t s cry- for a pure s ta te , a c l e a n c o u n t r y , 
a n d a n u n c o r r u p t e d people ."—Stephen 
G r a h a m . 

http://tion.il
file:///vord6

