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that very

Cosy Corner,”

ot when the
rgelv-cirenlated ;
not only aeeepted the she
story  which Dick Cundall  haed send I:llllll
(with o stamped  and  divected ll.l\"liil'l
inside) but intimated that be would e ._1,.l.|
1o see any further work, Plti= prtrtivig
tory wis of the st degraded Ill'r'l||'||||lll'||l
;m-i-n'=|l|r-'|'r|n-1l a sweel voung girl \\Iunill\\-.i
with s aged sinnd doddering lill]f‘l'.l'_ -'l|ll| \ |I;I.I
like n sunbean abont o Thed 1\\qu i-q 1..”I.
rooms,  They were B pedibly pooi, bl -_.I.
sweet voutlg girls optimistie Vivw . S -I| e
I::Ill.l fuer tottclinng heliel in 1Iu-_|..-in.l-l|r.'|_. :ll‘j
of Providence. naule 1]|‘.||1 ot .|.~-II II-]-|-||-:\ <i1.l
the day was long =he --IM_ 1”\“-“;“.
I'mu-li"ll_\' Cireus, and _I|;nl o i'l'h.lli"\: rl|.1“= 1.;
Eventually her griidfather Inlrilu ! I|'1--h"
e an Earl,  which ~lm\\l-.‘1l .“n\ . Th'l-
Hernione wias il |n'}_|t!|;||; her fanth to
dieetee of Prroviieued, §
!I'-!I.l;hlll'[l-”llll_-lll ol this loathisomnme tale, ]II._HIT!;'
trivial  in itsell, | wis proved i”l "I:‘I"l"\'
IOMICHTons signiticanes :||1-ll -ilii:-hhh.;uhl
atfected the lives of 1111'1-1*_|=L'n|'1~. et
wn aunoyed with his sister oue € ],,
i . play g g hits with
Jitm u=nal  after dinner, -|1n- 'iljal|“|ln~?[i:'
tp g ey eyes uved the Ol tl. | s
When =he il gotwe TN .1I1.| i
he hend taken up the hook, wi
aovhiapler T -
crandiather, anud
iowriting
The seconil

s st ol

b

=hop.
eyved 1o bed, :

Siller LLIIESE, PRl
.I.I.|Irl:|'-|‘|: Little Nelland e
sut up half) the 1l1‘.'—']|ll

x ve s,
assalt ”|1‘]|]._|-r ,;l;lllull il ehat oy
Farl was ;nhhwll ol ]:tu'

Wi gt thongh =ome readers e
].m;.-:l:‘n'r'.-lul'rll foved 1o wallow ‘].Iill\l'll .'m.il.
bl < i W inentality, othors
ursshamed g sheer seutimel Py
adored the avistorraey. I'ov =uech |||_..- %
4 i : e i the spirit O
vant heginnings, steeped dn A outa
nwehery, Tl Dorothy l.I_\‘-E:ll =yl ate
owetl i1s 1a_||:_'i|1l.

Dick had always wanl

a rebellious parend ! B
irl“} .ului[vhiulth-u-n |||11l| an office 11 lim‘_ 1..1i:\li
where §now, seven vears later, hie i-lllill.l.

i o s father lod died soon alter
his living., Hi } . SR b
Lis entvy there, and 1in ||um.n_\ e
had left 1o be divided t'lllh‘lllu hr‘-l“l-'lf[ 1]1;-
1wo children enabled them _unm!} wi .'. :
addition of Dick's salary 1o live comfortably
:-nnu:.'h in oo small t!;n ofl 1he .I'.rfmu.-?;[n\'!
Boad. Violet at this time wus a very [.Ilr] ¥
airl of tweniy, devoted 1o her Ilelhl'I._ n
with no use for any other member n.rI \l\]_;
<o+ oattnd her sentimentality, which was U.
1he ‘|1|-1‘|n‘-1 tye, indateed fnll‘l_\_ ovel

i X H TR - g
cittetnias, theatres, dd hook <l «dind |,I']|I]E
in the least desive that life should be l1u.'
that, it was nerely thad she loved these
omotions as exhibited inoart, and when :-h..
came out of ihe pictare-palace ov -hul.hlt:‘r
hook, she was o yvoung lady of an l‘.'\[.l.\i.-
apdinarily praciical e of mind. hh.-' r_.ni
the flat with the greatest ability, providing
oxtrete comfort | with  notable ceonomy,
doing her markeéting herself, and linding an
exquisite  pleasurd - in keeping  down  the
honse-books while still preserving the high
<tatdard of excellent meals mnd perennial
ot walter, - -
v wet Sunday enidbliad Dick 1o finish 1his
awinl dittde tale. and in the afternoon he
resd 11 1o Violet,

“Is a parody, of conrse.” e said,  bul
its preally not mueh wore ridiculous than
1he stories yon are so fowd of. 1t's ealled
s Lady  Hermione " : there’s  richness  for
}'un,"

“That's 2
enthusiastically,
the kettle on 1o boil.
tharonghly.™

Dirk was =soon deep in s reading and
;_w;_;_..llll;_; at the nore  ateocious }’:1:-.-4-._1;_-'1&-;,
when he heavd o stiffled sob from his sister,

“Diek, «larling, don’t laugh,” said
huskily. = 1Us 1o lovely ! 1n isn't s parody
at all. But it Hepmione's woing 1o die, T
don't think 1 =hall be able w bear .7

Dick stared at her,

“You're perfecily  inevedible.” he  said.
S owas meant to be funny, and there you
are snivelling.”

“Never mimd me, said Violed
on, and please don’t Jaogh any more,

The story wias not a long ote, sund pre-
sently Lo ame to its happy  conclius=ion.
Vielet dried her eyes,

*Pervfeer !V sitidl. and  an Earl,
That is nice.  OF conr=e, it wonld have becn
lovely if she had died: 1 should have cried
all evening, But iUs touch benter as 0t

A hissing noise interenpted hier, and she
flew 1o the fiveplace

CAnd the water's been boiling over,” she
cried with o =tern relapse  into peactical
alffairs.  * How careless of ™

The ' side of Violel's natare oon-
tinned 1 seendant  over their Tei,
Thouglrse Hermione ™ land sronsed
Al hey sentimentality, there was
another side 1 that fady

SO course, vou muost hiive it pabbi=<led,
Dick.” shie said. * Any editor of o papular
magazine woull jump at i s exactly
whitt the ordinary resnder wants nowadigys,
something 1 make him uterly mdiscrahle
frst, and then quite confortable afterwards,
People are getting tived of deciey analytical
acconnts of what typists think abont when
they're going home on the 1o of an omni-
bus.  They want things 1o happen ; great
romantic things, Of canrse, there’s no love
interest in Ladv Hermione Dresenf-—""

“That'= all there's ever going 1o he of
her,” said Dick. * Why. I only wrote it 19
show vou the kind of slosh vou like”

Liind
sipnilin
hall containing
father  wias @l

el to e an author,
Bk put hing at the

splendil name,” said  Violet
Wt g minuate LT puat
Then | ocan enjoy it

*Just go

eepest

ol O L, O R
G ipippdededadinedy

SYou've shown e s geeat dead e e
Py aeecident,”” =aid =he, Yo ve =howie oe
vou have got the trick—ol couese, Im talke
gt Teond the conercial point of view
—yvorrve ot the teick of wreitimge what
average reader that's e sulores,
st instantly sead 0t 100 some papalar
wagizine @ Cosy Corter” would be as good
s oany”

1 owonbiln' ot it vubibish Ay uder
nry e o o bondred poonds,” swid Dick.
CRupposing somehody e the office came
G|
they won't o zive vou o hoanodred

siidd Nioler, “More likely two

Md v peed it send your e
at alle ek Camdall =o't o good nome for
that ol aithor. Just sicn it DG, with
this= aebthres=, A= Tor pay. jnst ke whintever
they offer vou, 10s the appearanee ol that
story that Towant.”

Violet  was perfectly  vight abomt s
aceeptation by the Editor of *Cosy Corner,™
aid she Bnghed witly pleasnre an the reqiiest
that e shoubid De permiited 1o see more of
DLCTs works She lend Deen copually conepect
i her estinaie of what the Editor paopnsed
1oy o i

SN e wanT let bt ofT soethey time with
that  starvation  wage =he =i, T
e tpbd the mones s thiat ™= o mere detail
b present, Write Tt and =ay yvon
aecept i bot thanr vou only sell hime first
serial rights, and that the story emains
NOuE property, o vontd Ivater let e de
that for vou: P'momuaeh more husiness-like.”

STather, s long as you zive e the fwo
guineas” sand Dick. < Now, let's play
dranghins,”

Violet saw thid he wias looking about for
A cigarette, and flew 1o put the box by his
rlhow., That sort of aitention, she had
observed, always paid.

SThere vou ares" she o said, o Now, Dick,
do he Kinud, aoud 1et nre talk 1o you for ten
mitntes,  'me hursting with ideas : von've
no notion how 've been thinking,

CThis <tory will appear, and T bhet yon

O hox of vigarettes that within a forinight,
Mr John Dacres will write to D.C. repeat-
T His request 10 see more of his work, and
il pos=ible. more abont  Lady Hermione.
Now Jer's business-lile, Do yvon take
Th:l[ i|l'] -., T
“Yes" sand Dick, yawning.
CWell, then, T want yon 1o Tet me raply
that, =aying 1that yon have writien an-
other storveabont Hermione, but that yvon
alraid=1har iz, D.C. alraid—ihat a
reward of two wnineis is 1ot aogrent temp-
fation 100 yonl

S othonght yon
detl,” said ek,

“Yes, b details have 1o be attémded to,”
sahd she,

“ Then
writlen 0
il b, ’

COh, I Dick, o will have by the fime
I tell b siid Violet, “You et !
I pronse your that vou won’t get less than
tenr pontds for it I won’t take von long ;
vour wrate the other inoa few houars, And
Lok potinds terr ponnds,”

S supposing itoisn't 20 asked Dick.
“1omean, stupposing Mr Dacres doesn't give
e i pounds Tor 127

Violet did not hesitate.

“Then 1owill,” shie said,
10, because he will,  And yvon won't have to
Vet <tory o Pve got i all veady for von.,
ME o'l Tiave 1o docis 1o 1l it in just the
stiperh way vour told the fivst one,”

Dick 1loew away the end of his cigaretio,

“What are yon up to, Vi 27 he asked,

1ot el vou all that 'meoup 10,7 she
saieh s hevinase in the fivst place yon wonld
Brngh st e, and eall me mad ; and in the
secomd, 1 never nutke cit-and-dried plans for
long ahewd, 1 see the next step guite
cleanly, sl that is that when Mr Dacres
asks= yon, as he will, for another Hermione
story, sd when you tell him that von won't
tike less than ten pouds for in, you mnst
Bave one pesidy 100 send him.™”

Al what's the  story
“You said oyoun had ivoready,” ,

Vialet's  eves  grew sentimental
arnent,

SOh Bts TJovely Y she o said, i PO Y
Hevmione's fathier has become an enrl—the
Earl of Tintagel, P ahink—atd they 1ow live
i PPark Lane,  She goes 1o o0 ball, ‘or el
hips <l amd  meets o overy
interesting-looking young man with  voal-
black habr, who is lame—""

Dick shonted with laughter,

Nl the  strong,  silem
dEain 27 he asked,

“You may call him so if yon like. Ho is
strang sl silent, ad Hermione focls there d
= something very wounderful abont him, As
he soes awiay L halds hoth her hands for a
oment, and wazes imo her eves and s
“Pshaw o himself, CWhat & SHSPCTISe,

AU sedms 1oome that vou arve embarking
e on o serial,” said Dick. i

SEodonT osay thar 'meonot” she said,
S N 1 depends on all s=orts of other
things. AT want yon 10 do at present s
toowrite the second stovy on ihe lines I've
given you. Minl whatever happens von'll
et ten poutds. 1omay he more—hut it will
cortiaindy beo that, Al that’s only e
Ieginnming, Dick.”

Dick had the firmest heliel in his sistor's
Practieal ability, amld he had never seen hep
e in earnest,

TGo oot he sald,
OF your plans,™

Hriss
“0h,
proatineds=,”

siitiens.

=0

1LR]

b

HIkE i

=it money was only a

tetail
=Ty

that 1 haven't
about Hevmiane,"

E

i=

SToshan't have

asked  Dick,

VESs e,

Englishman

FTell me gome miore

v odear, 1 oean’t toll von much,” she
=il Do one thing 1 have quite nuade ap
iy mind about, Your only sicned vongsell
1L, didn Nom 2

At oall

“Well, DLC st e ek Gooadall.,
That would never o The e of the
anthor of * Lady Herione”  1've been
derving very carefully, Tor the answo
SAWhat's i o paane?” is A very great ddeal)
vind 1 odon't think—ol ~hhld b
thelighited cosider sHggestinn—I1
don't  think  you  coubd “Dorothy
Cryvstal o Get, whien boweite 1o Me Dacres
telling: hine that there s anotlr Heehmone
story, 1 oshall sigon it Dorohy Ceystal”

“hawt ! What o vae T =abd Dick,

“Pieoglad you like B She's sl
far the author of iy Hermione,™

Violet's forecast was talhilled  with
peciriaey that woublil bave done eredin
isjor prophet, Within o week atien
appearinee. of Dick™s hest story, M
wrole again o gskoilb Do, conld mor =end
v, one the sanie terms, st byer Titthe 15 le
abhoni Lady Hertnione, Violer thercupaot
replicd with o o=t able fetter,  =hiting
fracnkly 1t Dorothy Crevstal - oy
signed herselly Tend anether <tory jn=i
pletedd o that she was paobably sending it
clsewliere, as Iwo soineins Wis seiareely o
piee that she cieed Mre Daeres
instantly  wrote asking  whellier iz
the oy, and baving resd 05, decide
whether be  wished 1o purchase it ot a
bigher rate than wa= at all w=oal. Wonld
Miss Crystal ving hime oz helore 1 o
Hext omorting and oive Jwe opeply 0

Vioder, shes vead This, Tan AW
that  shee lawd conne vross-ronds, il
instesl of ringing hitm up o= reguested, or
soiny her marketing, pertsed his
Felter  again,  teyving to conjeciinee exaelly
how  he had Telt when bhe weone 45 Ir
Dovothy Cevslal declined o the
sptot= 1y pewritten TR =i i =t
tous iowas @ Dick hand prodieed o0 oyl
strontg, =ilent Euglisht Wils
wossible that - My Dacres ighn meanly
acquiesee in her deci=sion and ping off, 10
that e she waould hiave 10 pay Dick ten
ponds ands what o was more exorieciat ing,
the colummis of = Cosv Corner,” vasily the
Best for the poepose, would De closed sieainsi
B, O the other Bamgd her aente sepse
detected o eertain anxiety o Me Dacres!
note s hee clearly o wanited 10 =ec thie =tory, ol
she was most desirons of kiowiite Lo
credl s interest o0 was, for it would
i splendid endorscient 19 Lher owne estingite
ol the very arketable gquality: of  Dick's
Worrh, 0 =0 praetieal a0 judge as the Eaditor
ol Cosy Corner ™ hought it the pice
she proposed tooask withont sceing it That
wotthd add dnmensely v ber confidenes fop
the Tt

Violet spread  all these problems  belore
her mind and yegarded Them Tike o panor-
dati, She glaneed al=0 o1 ahe elock which
Wits Verging on oo

SN chanee i1, she said 1o herscolf, =\l
I won't even rving hime ap. 1 believe 'l
ring e . That wonld be ommaehy better,”

Iowas abost withe o <ob of relicl that
Al hesnd the telephone Dell tinkle, sl a
crisp voiee asked Q0 Miss Crvstil was in,
Violet controlled  her arembling lips il
sibd she was Mis= Civ=1al and who was it
Jrhesise CoAd i owas e,

My Dacres was o Hnde alienpd or fiest. e
Bad expected 10 be vimg g by Miss Cry=tal.
To which Miss Crystal, without o tremor,
said how stapid it was of Tier, b <he Tiadd
quite forgotten.  Aodd 1thiat was o lie, heciiuse
she had bheen thinking of mothing whatever
vlse,

SADOm than stoew,” o said Me Din Jirs,

Violet gulped snd then spoke,

“Xes, so Kind of you, My Dieres, o
e interest in i she =aill s Bt o
think P osemd it to vome on apgaonvil,
Faet Uve almost—oli, well pever

Mre Ihcres's voiee
and very copdin,

L should very mineh Tike (o see i1, said
e 1 i, 1 helieve, abont vour charming
heroine, Lady Hepmijone”

0h, how ndee of von,”
s about Hermione,”

S Al owhat_are you as=king for g2
My Dheyes,

“Ten Gnineas,”  said Violet, Cattiihens
sonnded more peofessiona] than pasitrids

ST take i, said My Dacres, < Will yon
1-;j|ul[_\- setul i oround 1 .

*Certainly,” said Violet, CANd would
you Kindly coufirm vour parehiase by Totter,
\ten guineas for magnzinge dppearince in
tCosy Corner. ™ .

Violet dustautly sent it off, with o
piece of pretty viband holding e
together,

The development of Darothy Grystal 20w
SWIrtly, — Mr Dacres by 1elephione)  was
charimed with = Lady Hermione's ball.” hot,
with all deference, wits not the sap between
the first clinpter and that rather Bipoe? Her
readers, he Telt sure, wonld want 1o know
what lsippened between the clevation of he
father 1o the peerage amd  ler fall-hlown
ippearance in Parvk Lane. There mialin e
tineh interesting  —  indeod, abEorhing
romatce in the debnt of Hermione into
London  society, My Dacres hinted  af
highly-coloured  episades  which e
Vialet's  mouih water.) Contld ot Miss
Crystal interpolate some sl chiapter, sinee
IWo chapters of the materinl he  dealt
with could not be worthily tyronted in one,
between the fivst clizgptor already phlishood,
atdd that of the delighttnl, the inimitalle
ball 7 And then, ao renders would be
wild 1o know ihe unfolding of the loyve-
intevest so thrillingly  adwmbrated  af the
close of the chiapter ahout the ball. In fact,
Mre Dacres luud a proposition 14 make o
Miss Crystal, which lie hoped would meet
with hier appeoval, and would, he feli sure,
he advantageons to them hoth,  The mafttor
conbd be diseussed more easily in an inter
view than over the telephoni-wire., and if
she would he <o enml as in appaint im n
time, e would bhe most Pleasad 1o wait
npon hep, Vialet did not hesitate for n

13
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moment,  She instantly said that she would

\\Hi ‘\“n:l

expect Mr Dacres in haly TITEN b THE ODROT” 4

rang ofl, amld down 1y 4,
she hind done, el whint sty ;

What i done wys
assime 1the personality of |,,,,_I.'
il the authorship of Dickce -
she intended 1o do was 1)
Tl riJI]I\-' i
ANOUHE more, She felr vppn. i "
Davcres wantod her (Dick) p g0 iy TR i
plete serial story, aiud, now . i L estl
ANty 1o obtain that, <l g, | not, "-,"i-h did
liinns gy 1o the hizhest | HIssi], o l'll : d.-l\rj =siory, I
inderiabhe 1o supply o T Loy those
Dicis abont it tiest he wonlyg il

|']l‘
]"'!!J“. W _““h {_rr

that he conldi’t and pov
thing of the Kitd, ol ity

“._‘.,.,-‘,_-;mlg
: st iy @ i I.U.
wltimately persoade hine, it wo, whee M take
reat deal o thme aml e well 0 T ong log
better then o confvom Ting 4 ;-”'.' his pategy
ecotmpli of o conteaet iy wh il '“."_ infory
Jrectives sins : o the fld
s dves con pledged
sell wilh i) the mi

pialnmes -

Fizhitly

bags 1, Vs spring
=l

. thon
following

wotlhd TR ILS
not this O
el o POt f
ratlhiey  than  a stovkbrokeg s
Diveres migln sy Propose oy
VICW gt Cosy Corner ™ win)
Young authoress, illnsiyate
srite of Hersell, and i vo
Whiere she worked

=il

*
=he ! i (Ooni I
_,_ﬂl:t_'l“-'l.TL'
intercst
the int
Juinn.
love, &

e Wils S

LITESTIT

these

st
Bily WOty

of oty Wil
s Tor the ilentig
Dorathy  Crysial, o,
bt the wisdon 0l
Felt theat it was o LYY
e e voug and yvep
Lave beenr rank injusij,,
ehknowled that)  spy,

11T p

i Tistogy
are opulé
shall be
ething @
Pl +are DiCK.
It wonld g4 ; dear, oW
Tl adveriiscment,  Besides T s wWell,
it not Tor o b eedd L. Yt s e
it I known that he was s o pehaved
Violet distissed all TR Farious al
o a whirlwind of aetivin .Hi.'] wriie
servant that a visitor woull g, . violet had
il ask for Miss Cevstal, ht take @
shown i She put on an e S him.
g blonse, aod poettidy disond, it us th
She pictured 1o hersell 1y . poquaintes
tastes =he wias 1o assume, i ! .-. of the cas
WHIE These put o copy of = Tl : W d i make
the mnsi ol 1he it ~you'll of
ctles, 1ook the adaffodils o begin ?
wWliere <he il just wiork befof
that shie might be diseov, i pearance
tHhenn, and kiid copy of Shyl auturon
by thiem, ‘ s expectatio
My Daovres ook awiy with 1 W1 to her thid
Lter, a0 whirl of clisrining : 1 ror
signed contract, a sheaf of < the
T photograph, OF then o au
jrl,-._'_ pression, op perhings critig
Whicle he several times (o whi
wnder the lid of his st sent
Ivitn fl"f"'l:'lfil”}‘ the muost, | wi=, the eng
cutlimsiastic and an imgression ; - shiver
sentleman, hie longed 1o he X Ailtedd tie Aatte
shorthand notes, in order o o yeds L was [
jtistive o the delicions ; i =l ha
From o popular i his e&l
tected With romanee = peve, 0%
sl o telling tale Hin j v « would
Crystal biad so ingeniousiv o ] ™ e O
What o mamie, 100! How e = of 10
=weel, almost old-Tashionmed - <uffien
orphaned childhood, living . =0 he
ol st ju the countey, Violet, it 9
el bechives anal oW sTipew il all the
love ol scribbling, which with the
fine when Aunt Doreas nsed i i ~ who }
Wide Wide World Fiivy and tri
artmehair of winter eveninge- ratunding
Learth, her determination n Iatal diss
writer of pure and eloviatin. <o und a il
should show her readers th Lger an
Hie and the heighis 1o which ~ Saining
could  rvise, all these, whi wou
Dacres feel rather sick, wer where, @
highest value Tor the artich il final
platining,  amd  which =, Eaton
o=t widespread interest in D Dick
Then how deeply tonching w Larrences
it Doveas, the sale of 1l thied thel
witllHowers, and her nove | d Vil vowere
i dearlyv-loved brother, Violer,
il he ot a situation in I T past Wl
brother wias evidemtly a wo o I She a
of her, bat not in the least Vith ead
her, or her marvellous gifi wled rou
how sweetly  she said it st
Hevmione's carly strnggles from #
el it le cantte,  and ||r||||:; mvented
that any editor would Wi 1o the
Lumblest of his eo)umns uilt on
a delicious picture she lin . Hoa Toay
thiz daffodils with her Shal b ; v alone
the table, aimd that mellith . had
Rosiry,” on the  piano wWas o
fonntain-pen itched 10 I ihe 1t
promising @ subject, ‘S nove
Besides the softer emot Was heg
stimulated by Dorothy Ters,
M Dicres's “husiness insti vame hg
sati=tied with the coutrnel 0ot cog
From an artistic point of 1 " fee]
g hut the  sopremest Yilig of B
institltnents e had =een of | il such
to pmt ir tersely, it was th Cilne
drivel he had ever read, bin Were
cres suw oo fortune in i, H g Joi
o tthe serial righis of b R
ovel, “Thae Lady Heomi
VO appear weekly in the
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